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SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 


Die Offisiéle Orgaan van die Suid-Afrikaanse Biblioteekvereniging 
Deel 23 Januarie 1956 


INDRUKKE VAN DIE KONFERENSIE 
PORT ELIZABETH, 19-23 SEPTEMBER 1955 


NIETEENSTAANDE gure weersgesteldhede, getemde Leeus en landsvereerde Springbokke 
kon die jaarlikse konferensie van die S.A.B.V. heel rustig sy gang gaan toe dit vanaf 19 
tot 23 Sept. te Port Elizabeth plaasgevind het. 

Passend was dit vir ons om op biblioteekgebied (soos ander op sportgebied), rekenskap 
te gee van ons werk, ons prestasies, ons vordering, ons mislukkings en tekortkominge en 
verblydend was dit om te weet dat bibliotekarisse nog nie so dronk aan eie sukses is dat 
hulle nie die hand in eie boesem kan steek nie. ’n Duidelike besef van ons doelstellinge, 
ons tekortkominge en ons oorweldigende taak het die referate en besprekings geken- 
merk, 

Die onder-burgemeester, mnr., Robertson, het ongetwyfeld daarin geslaag om ons te 
oortuig dat stadsowerhede ’n ope oor en hand het vir selfs sulke nie-winsgewende instel- 
lings soos vrye openbare biblioteke. Deur sy vriendelike woorde het ons die eerste voor- 
smakie gekry van die vriendelikheid van die ,,Vriendelike Stad’’. 

Redenaars soos proff. Immelman en Louw het ons ’n objektiewe beeld gegee van ons 
suksesse maar ook van ons tekortkominge. Diegene wat bibliotekarisse ken, weet dat dit 
slegs as aansporing sal dien tot hernude ywer. Aansluitende aanmerkinge is gelewer deur 
mnr. R. A. Brown, een van die jongere toevoegings tot ons professionele rakke. In ’n 
pittige en humoristiese referaat het hy ons opnuut verjong in ons benadering van talle 
van ons probleme. 

Baie waardevolle aanvoringswerk is deur mnr. Theo Friis gedoen t.o.v. ’n waarde- 
paling van ons openbare biblioteekdienste. Vir die eerste keer is op biblioteekwetenskap- 
like metodes bepaal wat die aard van die dienste is wat op openbare biblioteek-gebied in 
S.A. gelewer word. Alhoewel dit nog te vroeg is om ’n oordeel uit te spreek oor die re- 
sultate van die ondersoek kan ongetwyfeld aanvaar word dat iets konkreets en baie goeds 
hieruit gebore gaan word. 

Die swak toestande, wat deur mnr. Friis se ondersoek aan die lig gebring is, bied ’n 
uitdaging aan die professie vir die lewering van die nodige personeel wat hierdie toestande 
die hoof kan bied. Dit sluit ten nouste aan by die referate van mnre. B. G. Hood, H.O.K. 
Zastrau en mej. H. Mews waardeur ons tekortkominge aan ons ideale aan die kaak gestel is. 

Paslik is hierdie referate afgesluit deur mnr. R. F. M. Immelman toe hy gepraat het 
oor Biblioteekonderrig. Die onmiddellike behoefte om die meeste probleme doeltreffend 


die hoof te bied, skyn die opleiding van soveel werkskragte so doeltreffend as moontlik 
te wees. 
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Onafskeidelik van die konferensies het 
reeds die afdelingsvergaderings geword waar 
vanjaar weer soos in die verlede, baie nuttige 
samesprekings plaasgevind het en waarvan- 
daar aanbevelings voortgevloei het wat seker- 
lik verreikende gevolge kan hé. Ongetwyfeld 
is die aanbevelings oor kodperasie, wat toe- 
vallig van beide afdelings gekom het, die 
belangrikste resultaat van vanjaar se sames- 
prekings. Hierdie besluite kan moontlik die 
universiteits— en spesiale biblioteke aan die 
een kant en die openbare biblioteke aan die 
ander kant saamsnoer in ’n uiteindelike finale 
gesamentlike koérdinerende en kodpererende 
beleid wat slegs tot verbetering van biblioteek- 
dienste in Suid-Afrika kan lei. 


’n Eerste poging is aangewend om die 
verrigtinge van die konferensie aan die einde 
daarvan in een blik te oorskou. Mnr. H. M. 
Robinson, wat hiervoor verantwoordelik was, 
het hom so goed van sy taak gekwyt dat toe- 
komstige konferensies dit sekerlik as ’n perma- 
nente instelling sal aanvaar. 

Die sosiale ommegang het weereens bygedra 
tot die beter verstandhouding tussen_biblio- 
tekarisse en die beter kennisname van mekaar 
se probleme. Hiervoor het die stadsraad van 
Port Elizabeth ongetwyfeld op baie paslike wyse 
gesorg terwyl die plaaslike tak van die S. 
A.B.V. hom op die skouer kan klop met die 
sukses van hul onderneming. 

S. I. M. 


LIBRARY NOTES AND NEWS 


Mr. H. L. Mapte, Deputy Librarian, Uni- 
versity of Natal, Pietermaritzburg, has recently 
been awarded the degree of Doctor of Philo- 
sophy of the University of London. The 
subject of his thesis was The life and works 
of Claude Tillier. 


* 
* 


A striking survey of the South African 
literary scene appears in the Summer, 1955 
number of the international literary quarterly, 
Books abroad. The writer is the critic and poet 
Anthony Delius, and the survey forms part 
of a series dealing with the world’s national 
literatures during the past quarter century. 
Under the title ““The struggle of the tongues’’, 
Delius sketches the rise of Afrikaans, the 
challenge of Roy Campbell “‘that triggered 
the rapid achievements -of Afrikaans in the 
Thirties and Forties’, the post-war renais- 
sance in South African English letters, and 
the growing achievements of the Bantu writers. 
This masterly survey is given pride of place in 
a number that includes similar accounts of 
progress in Canadian and Australian letters. 


* 
* * 


The South African journal Print review 
published, in its September, 1955, number, 
an interesting article on the work of PATRA, 


and included some impressions of the recent 
International Printing Exhibition in London. 
In these Oliver Simon, the typographer, 
is quoted ‘as having prophesied that 1955 
might one day be regarded as the end of a 
period best described as ‘‘the age of gracious 
printing”’. In the October number of the same 
journal there are informative articles on 
printing inks and on the principal types of 
paper. This journal maintains a high standard 
of content and production, and enables the 
busy South African Librarian to keep au fait 
with recent developments in the printing world. 


A series of talks on ‘“‘Some books that have 
made history” was broadcast by the S.A.B.C. 
during October and November, 1955. Arran- 
ged and presented by the Chief Librarian 
of the South African Library, Cape Town, 
they included talks on Justinian and _ his 
Institutes by Professor B. Beinart, John Calvin’s 
Institutions of religion, by Professor Andrew 
Murray, the First Folio of Shakespeare’s 
plays, by Dr. Barbara Mackenzie, William 
Tindall’s translation of the New Testament, 
and Jan Huyghenz. Linschoten’s Jtinerario, 
by Mr. D. H. Varley. The talks were all based 
on works in the Collections of the South 
African Library, and were sponsored by the 
newly-formed Friends of the Library. 


LIBRARIANS TAKE STOCK 


by 


Dr. F. G. VAN DER RIET 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS? 


DURING THE NEXT few days this Conference will 
be taking stock of various aspects of librarian- 
ship in South Africa, and I think it is appro- 
priate that this opening address should be 
devoted to a little stocktaking too, not of 
librarianship as such, but of the Association to 
which we belong. I do not propose to go into 
details, but merely want to call your attention 
to what I consider to be some of the most 
significant achievements of our Association, 
and I shall present these in a short but fairly 
comprehensive list of three items. 

I think that the first and most important of 
these achievements is that this Assocation has 
remained consistently faithful to the objectives 
which were formulated by Mr. Stirling in his 
article on “The library movement in South 
Africa’ in the very first issue of our journal, 


July 1933: 


“(1) To unite all persons engaged or interested 
in library work by holding conferences 
and meetings for the discussion of all 
matters affecting libraries. 

(2) To promote the better administration of 
libraries, and 

(3) Whatever may tend to the improvement 
of the position and qualifications of 
librarians. 

(4) To promote the establishment of libraries 
and in particular of free libraries for use 
by the public. 

(5) To watch any legislation affecting public 
libraries and to assist in the promotion of 
such further legislation as may be con- 
sidered necessary. 

(6) To publish information of service or 
interest to members of the Association. 

(7) To promote facilities for training in 
librarianship. 

' Delivered at the Tenth Annual Conference of the 


ren African Library Association, 19th September 


(8) To promote the fullest co-operation be- 
tween libraries, public, governmental, 
institutional and private.” 


All of these objectives are I think implicit in 
the name of this Association, and I suggest 
that we can take pride in the fact that this is no 
mere association of librarians (that is, a body 
concerned with purely professional interests), 
but rather a library association, one which is 
devoted to the far greater cause of both libra- 
ries and librarianship in South Africa. 

Not only has the Association lived up to 
these objectives, and very creditably too; 
I think that to a certain extent it has widened 
their\terms of reference. If I interpret the signs 
correctly, there has been a shift of emphasis 
from free libraries, the principle of which is 
virtually accepted everywhere, to the problem 
of improving the resources of libraries in South 
Africa, particularly our resources in materials 
for research. Increased attention has been given 
to the situation of our university and special 
libraries, and to the methods and uses of inter- 
library co-operation and documentation. This 
change of emphasis is very well reflected in the 
issues of South African Libraries during the last 
few years. 

The second achievement to which I wish to 
call attention is the fact that our Association 
has retained its unity. I attribute this to our 
relatively small membership (approximately 
one-twentieth of that of the British Library 
Association), to our federal system of organiza- 
tion which allows each branch a considerable 
degree of autonomy ; above all I attribute it to 
the success of our annual conferences. I think 
that the members who drew up our revised 
constitution deserve congratulation for the 
excellent provision that conferences should not 
be held in the same province two years run- 
ning. The great distances between many of 
our library centres are of course a serious 
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disadvantage, but I do suggest that even at a 
price of certain inconvenience to delegates, the 
Association should as a matter of policy, 
endeavour to break new ground in its choice of 
a conference venue whenever possible. 

I think that one of the most important 
features of the unity of this Association is the 
fact that both language groups are represented 
in almost equal strength among its members, 
and that both languages are used at all meetings 
on a basis of absolute equality. 

But social unity is one thing ; professional 
unity is almost equally important. I am refer- 
ring to the relationship within the Association, 
between members attached to different types 
of libraries. For there is no need to disguise the 
fact that there are important differences in 
outlook, interests and above all in training 
requirements between university or special li- 
brarians on the one hand, and the librarians of 
smaller public libraries, or children’s or school 
librarians on the other. We in the South 
African Library Association have inherited a 
tradition of complete harmony between these 
various groups, and our history over the last 
twenty years (so well recorded in the volumes 
of S. A. Libraries) shows that each group, in 
different ways, has made a valuable contribu- 
tion to the progress of librarianship and of our 
Association. Dominance of any one group over 
the rest, or the frustration of a minority group, 
would be an unhealthy development and would 
seriously affect the unity, and therefore the 
effectiveness of this Association. 

I wish finally to mention the educational 
achievement of this Association. More hard 
work and in fact sheer drudgery has gone into 
fulfilling our educational programme than into 
any other activity, I think, with the possible 
exception of the editorship of South African 
Libraries. I am referring not merely to the work 
of tutors and examiners, but also to the entirely 
voluntary efforts of all the members who have 
been responsible for drawing up our syllabuses 
and supervising the conduct of correspondence 
courses and examinations. Nor should it be 
forgotten that this work has been accomplished, 
not by professional teachers or educationalists, 
but by extremely busy librarians. I am not 
sure that this work does not represent the most 
important single achievement of our Associa- 
tion. It has certainly provided the foundation for 
a great share of the remarkable development in 
our libraries over the last two decades, for this 
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progress would not have been possible but for 
the trained men and women who have directed 
it. 

But however admirable the record may be in 
retrospect, we have to face the fact that the 
Association is approaching a critical stage as 
far as its educational work is concerned. ‘Twenty 
years ago, the S.A. Library Association was 
alone in the field in providing training and 
certification in librarianship in South Africa. 
To-day there are three schools of librarianship 
attached to universities, and it is very likely that 
there will soon be more than three. How will 
these changed circumstances affect the Associa- 
tion’s educational programme for the future ? 
I am aware that some aspects of this question 
will be discussed in the course of this Con- 
ference, but perhaps you will allow me the 
presidential privilege of anticipating the more 
detailed discussion with some comments of my 
own, expressed in very general terms. 

(1) The Association has never claimed a 
monopoly in the provision of training facilities 
in librarianship, and there can be no question of 
its regarding the university library schools as 
competitors. 

(2) The Association has conducted its corres- 
pondence courses and examinations as a service 
to its members, and will continue to do so for as 
long as there is evidence that this service is 
required. It will be for this, or any subsequent 
conference to determine whether, to what 
extent and when the Association should dis- 
continue this service. 

(3) The Association, as the body represent- 
ing informed library opinion on library matters 
in South Africa, would be neglecting its duty 
if it did not pay very special attention to the 
content and standards of professional training 
offered in our university library schools, and 
if it did not use its influence to prevent any 
serious divergence between the library schools 
themselves, on the one hand, and between the 
library schools and the Association on the other, 
on these important issues. 

(4) Distinction should be made between the 
purely academic content of the courses offered 
in library schools, and the professional training 
which these courses purport to give. The Assoc- 
iation is interested in, but not directly con- 
cerned with the academic side of these courses, 
which is purely a domestic matter for the 
universities concerned. But their professional 
content, that is the diploma curricula as 
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opposed to the degree curricula, are, I maintain, 
the concern not merely. of the universities 
which control them, but of libraries and 
members of the profession as a whole, through- 
out the country. 

(5) Finally, I wish to suggest that the time 
has arrived for a national investigation of the 
whole problem of training and education for 
librarianship. I recall that (if I am not mistaken) 
at the Conference in Johannesburg two years 
ago, one of our members made this very 


suggestion which for some reason was not taken 
up. I hope that he will feel encouraged to make 
it again at an appropriate moment during this 
Conference, and that it will be possible for the 
Association to take the lead in convening a 
conference in which all bodies concerned with 
education in librarianship will be represented, 
and which will endeavour as far as possible to 
reconcile differing points of view and to reach 
agreement on a national basis. 


COMMONWEALTH RESEARCH LIBRARIANSHIP 


Lehigh University, in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, 
has initiated a fellowship to be known as the ‘““‘Com- 
monwealth Research Librarianship”. The purpose 
of the fellowship is to bring to the University a 
succession of qualified librarians, chosen from the 
several countries of the Commonwealth of Nations, 
to study American methods of university library 
operation and service, and to provide an interchange 
of ideas in this field. 

The terms of the Commonwealth Research Li- 
brarianship are as follows : 

The applicant shall hold proper certification as 
to professional qualifications in the country of re- 
sidence, including a university degree at Honours 
standard, and shall be between 25 and 35 years of 
age, either male or female. 

2. The research program of the individual holding 
this fellowship will be designed by the University 
Librarian. It is expected that among the responsibi- 
lities of the Fellow will be the performance of certain 
duties associated with library operation, as well as 
the preparation and presentation to the Librarian of 
a detailed research report on some aspect of library 
practice. 


3. The Commonwealth Research Librarianship is 
to be awarded for the duration of one academic 
year, provided that the grant may be renewed for a 
second academic year if circumstances warrant such 
renewal ; and provided further that such renewal is 
not inconsistent with the laws and regulations laid 
down by appropriate agencies of the United States 
Government concerning visiting scholars. 

4. The stipend for the Librarianship is to be paid 
monthly at the rate of thirty-five hundred dollars 
$3500-00) per annum. The Fellow shall be entitled 
to the same perquisites in vacation and sick leave as 
those enjoyed by other members of the professional 
staff of the Library. 

5. Transportation to and from Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania is to be provided by the Common- 
wealth Research Librarian. 

6. The recipient of the Research Librarianship 
shall be selected by the University Librarian with 
the advice of the Library Committee of the Univer- 
sity Faculty. 

James D. Mack, 
Librarian 
24 June 1955 
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DIE TAAK EN FUNKSIE VAN DIE BIBLIOTEEK 
IN DIE SAMELEWING 


deur 


Dr. W. E. G. Louw! 
Professor in Nederlands en Afrikaans, Rhodes-Universiteit 


Dirt was Augustine Birrell wat gesé het dat van 
al die vreemde bevlieginge, die bevlieging om 
gedurig nuwe boeke te wil lees, seker een van 
die vreemdste is, maar dit is tog eintlik aan dié 
bevlieging van lepisma saccharinum of anobium 
hirtum — wat volgens die entomoloé die skade- 
likste boekwurm is — of, nouja, ,,bevlieging”’, 
dis tog eintlik veel meer, dis ’n aptyt, ’n soort 
gestadige honger, dat ons, die lesers, en u, die 
versamelaars en verskaffers van boeke, die 
grootste deel van ons tyd bestee. 

Het ek myself, by implikasie, en om die 
klein entomologiese fantasie nog ’n oomblik 
verder te voer, as ’n voorbeeld van Jepisma 
saccharinum of anobium hirtum bestempel, dan 
behoort u sonder twyfel aan die klas formicidae, 
en meer bepaald die versamelmiere, van wie 
ons die lesers dan die min of meer skadelike 
gaste is. 

Maar, alle grappies op ’n stokkie: by die 
keuse van my onderwerp vir vanmére het ek 
my tog wel deeglik rekenskap gegee daarvan 
dat daar in die biblioteekwese twee verwante, 
maar tog min of meer sterk uiteenlopende 
standpunte onderskei kan word: ten eerste 
dié van die bibliotekarisse, wat hulle taak, hul 
opgawe, moet bepaal ; en ten tweede, dié van 
die gebruikers van boeke, wat hul rekenskap 
behoort te gee van die funksie van die biblioteek 
in die samelewing. Die skeiding is wel nie so 
absoluut as ek dit gestel het nie — ek wil nog 
die bibliotekaris ontmoet wat nie ook van 
nature ’n liefhebber en gereélde leser van boeke 
is nie! - en die twee standpunte sal dan ook 
hier en daar inmekaar moet loop. 


Die taak van die bibliotekaris 

Oor die eerste punt, die taak wat die biblio- 
tekarisse hulleself stel, wil ek, uit ’n natuurlike 
gevoel van beskeidenheid, so kort as moontlik 
probeer praat. Dit is immers u eie plig om 
daardie taak, daardie opgaaf, te erken en te 

1 Referaat gehou voor die Jaarlikse Konferensie 
van die S.-A. Biblioteekvereniging te Port Elizabeth, 
op 21 September 1955. 


probeer presiseer. Maar ek het darem ook nie 
om dowe neute verskillende jare gedien op die 
biblioteekkomitee van die Universiteit, waaraan 
ek verbonde is nie. Daarom, al is dit met véél 
minder reg as u, sou ek tog net twee probleme 
wil noem wat hulle seker op die een of ander 
tyd aan elke bibliotekaris moet voordoen: die 
eerste is om vas te stel watter doel die spesiale 
biblioteek dien waaraan ’n mens verbonde is, 
of as bibliotekaris(esse), df as lid van die bestuur 
of komitee van beheer. Dit is in ons tyd van 
spesialisasie immers onmoontlik vir ’n — laat 
ons maar sé-universiteitsbibliotekaris om ook 
aan die leesbehoeftes van die gewone leser te 
voldoen en terselfdertyd reg te laat geskied aan 
die spesifieke en baie gespesialiseerde eise van 
navorsers, dosente en studente, wat tog sy 
gewone gebruikers is. En omgekeerd, sou ’n 
mens nie gewoonlik gespesialiseerde wetens- 
skaplike boeke en tydskrifte in die gewone 
dorpsbiblioteek of stedelike leessaal verwag nie. 
Met die oog op die tweede punt, wat ek straks 
gaan noem, nl. die eis van volledigheid binne 
die spesifieke doelstelling, is oorvleueling van 
aankope seker een van die vrugbaarste bronne 
van geldverkwisting. 


’n Tipiese probleem 


Laat my ’n tipiese probleem uit my eie 
ervaring noem: as hoof van ’n universitére 
Departement van Nederlands en Afrikaans kan 
dit sekerlik nie van my verwag word om eens 
’n redelik verteenwoordigende versameling van 
gewone romannetjies-van-die-dag in my versa- 
meling op te neem nie. Die Gille te Middernag, 
die Lelies Geknak — om nou maar twee titels te 
versin vir die gewone tipe riller en ,,ware 
liefdesverhaal”” — hoort immers nie in die 
universiteitsbiblioteek tuis nie, maar eerder - 
afgesien, natuurlik, van die ashoop — op die 
rakke van die versameling wat spesiaal voorsien 
in die behoeftes van die fabriekswerksters en 
die kantoorjuffroutjies, mits daar so ’n versa- 
meling plaaslik is. 


En dit is nou juis een van my moeilikhede : 
toe ek elf jaar gelede na die stadjie van my 
inwoning gekom het, het ek, soos dit ’n tipiese 
boekwurm betaam, ’n besoek aan die plaaslike 
openbare boekery gebring. Wat was my ont- 
nugtering en ontsteltenis om, weggesteek in die 
naslaan-afdeling, drie rakkies getitel ,,German” 
te vind — twintig jaar gelede in Kaapstad is 
Afrikaans en sy verwante Nederlands nog as 
Minor Teutonic Languages” geklassifiseer! 
- ek het nog nooit opgehou om my te verbaas 
oor die taal van ons bibliotekarisse nie! — drie 
rakkies dus, met sowat dertig tot veertig Neder- 
landse werke, w.o. darem ’n Vondel-stel, Isaac 
da Costa, Jan Beers, Bilderdijk, Bosboom- 
Toussaint, en verder ’n paar vergete romans 
uit die 19e eeu; en, skrywe en segge a-g-t, 
presies agt Afrikaanse boeke, o.m. die nou 
kosbare stukkie Africana Afrikaanse Gedigte, 
byeenfersameld uit wat in die Laaste 30 faar 
Ferskyn is, 1876-1906, ’n Martjie en Die Vlakte 
van Celliers, twee werke van Melt Brink en die 
een en enigste eerste druk wat ek nog ooit 
van D. F. Malherbe se debuut-bundeltjie 
Karoo Blommetjies (1909) onder 0é gehad het! 
Maar verder niks nie! Ek moet erken-dat ek 
destyds met voorbeeldige selfbeheersing my 
daarvan weerhou met om dié eksemplaar van 
Afrikaanse Gedigte (1906), soos dit heet, ,,vas 
te 1é”; ek soek immers al die afgelope twaalf 
jaar één. Ek het die bibliotekaresse egter daar- 
op gewys dat dit ’n kosbare besit is, en sedert- 
dien word dit, tot my onuitspreeklike verligting, 
veiling agter slot en sleutel gehou! 

Maar die natuurlike gevolg van dié toestand 
van sake is dat ek die afgelope jare van tyd tot 
tyd ook die romannetjies-van-één-, nou wel, 
darem nie-dag nie, maar van-één-maand ook 
moes aankoop, omdat die lesers van Afrikaans, 
en Nederlands, plaaslik darem érens ’n plekkie 
moes hé waar hulle ook dié soort boek kan kry. 


‘Ek moet verder erken dat die openbare boekery 


darem die afgelope jare sowat ’n honderd Afri- 
kaanse boeke aangekoop het, meestal romanne- 
tjies, maar dat hulle, vreemd genoeg, saam met 
die Engelse ,,fiction” op die groot rakke ge- 
plaas is, met die gevolg dat hulle daar heeltemal 
verlore is, onsigbaar en onvindbaar, behalwe 
vir diegene wat die katalogus gebruik, en watter 
toevallige leser van ,,fiction” doen dit nou? 
Hoe dit ook sy, daardie aankope van my moes 
nie nodig gewees het nie. Die plaaslike openbare 
biblioteek moes, as hy aan sy doel wou beant- 
woord het, self die lopende lektuur, ook in die 
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twee ,,Minor Teutonic Languages” aangekoop 
het. Hy sou daarmee ’n werklike diens verskaf 
het aan ’n groeiende Afrikaanssprekende bevol- 
kingsgroep plaaslik, vir wie daar, afgesien van 
’n klein leeskamertjie wat deur die A.C.V.V. 
jarelang in stand gehou is, verder geen voor- 
siening was nie. Maar genoeg van die Cis- 
visrivierse bosveldskandale! 


Ontdekkinge op die biblioteekrakke 


Een van die vreemdste voorbeelde van on- 
vanpaste — of miskien eerder onverwagte -— 
boeke wat ek nog ooit in ’n dorpsbiblioteek 
aangetref het, was jare gelede toe ek op ’n 
klein Karoo-dorpie ’n Desember-vakansie deur- 
gebring het. Soos gewoonlik het ek baie 
gou ’n besoek gebring aan die plaaslike biblio- 
teek — dit het nog ’n ,,Public Library” geheet 
— en die naam van die dorp gaan ek bewus 
verswyg sodat die bibliofiele onder u my nie 
miskien nog kan probeer voorspring nie! 
— en na heelwat gesnuffel tussen die plaaslike 
Baroness Orczy’s en Marie Corelli’s, die Ruby 
M. Ayres’se en die E. Phillips Oppenheim’s, 
’n kas ontdek met ’n aantal vreemde, in perka- 
ment gebonde boekdele. Nadere ondersoek 
het vasgestel dat dit meestal 17e-eeuse uitgawes 
van Vondel was - o.m. ’n paar werklik seldsame 
,putjes-drukke”, met die bekende vignet van 
die putjie met sy leuse ,,Elck zijn Beurt’”, en 
die onderskrif: ,,t’Amsterdam, Gedruckt by 
Jacob Lescaille, Voor Abraham de Wees, 
Boeckverkooper, in ’t Nieuwe Testament, in ‘t 
jaar ... ”’ — maar ook van Hooft, Cats en 
Huygens, en, mirabile dictu, ’n seldsame uitgawe 
van daardie merkwaardige en verfynde produk 
van die Renaissance-klassisime, die bundeltjie 
Basia van Janus Secundus! Presies hoe hulle 
in die versameling verseil geraak het, kon die 
bibliotekaresse, ’n allerliefste ou dame met ’n 
swart satyn-bandjie om haar keel en ’n outori- 
teit op Marie Corelli, my nie meedeel nie! 
My eie vermoede is dat dit uit die kas van ’n 
verloopte Nederlandse meester van die jaar 
vroeg moes gekom het. 

Ek het hierdie voorbeelde genoem, net om te 
wys watter vreemde ontdekkinge ’n mens 
soms in die algemene biblioteek kan maak, 
d.w.s. een waarvan die doel nie presies vasgestel 
is nie, en watter ontstellende leemtes ’n mens 
ook daarin kan ontdek, selfs die vreemde aan- 
kope waartoe ’n universiteitsbiblioteek soms 
deur die nood gedwonge verplig is. 
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Maar u sal dink dat ek u met dié paar skote 
loshael so ’n bietjie vir die gek gehou het. Glad 
nie. Is dit nie maar in die allerjongste verlede 
dat ons eerste en kosbaarste nasionale boeke- 
versameling, die Suid-Afrikaanse Openbare Bi- 
blioteek in Kaapstad, opgehou het om ook die 
E. Phillips Oppenheim’s en die Agatha 
Christies oor die toonbank uit te deel en om 
werklik ’n naslaan- en navorsingsbiblioteek te 
word ? Die oorneem van die gewone leenafdel- 
ing van dié biblioteek deur die Stad Kaapstad, 
al word die afdeling voorlopig nog vyf jaar in 
dieselfde gebou gehuisves, is seker een van 
die beste veranderinge wat daar in jare plaas- 
gevind het. En as dit die geval met die groen- 
hout was, wat van die droé ? 


Die taak van die biblioteek 

Die tweede punt wat ek onder die eerste 
aspek, nl. die taak van die biblioteek, kortliks 
wil behandel, het ek reeds in die verbygaan 
genoem, nl. die vereiste van volledigheid, of so 
na aan volledigheid as wat ’n mens kan wees, 
binne die perke van die spesifieke doelstelling. 
Dit is natuurlik ’n punt wat ten nouste saam- 
hang met, ten eerste die persoon of persone 
wat verantwoordelik is vir die aankope, en ten 
tweede die beskikbare finansies. Wat die eerste 
betref, laat my ’n voorbeeld noem: as die 
dorpsbiblioteek ’n verteenwoordigende versa- 
meling Engelse romans daarop wil nahou, is dit 
essensieel om nie net daardie eendagsvliegies 
aan te koop wat ek reeds genoem het nie, die 
, thrillers” en die ,,true love stories” nie, maar 
ook die werke b.v. van skrywers soos Graham 
Greene, Joyce Cary, William Faulkner e.a. En 
as hulle dié skrywers aankoop, dan ook, sover dit 
enigsins moontlik is, ook alles van hulle. Laat 
my u ’n voorbeeld noem : as bewonderaar van 
Greene het ek natuurlik al sy romans, ook die 
sgn. , entertainments” gelees, en sover moont- 
lik sy ontwikkeling probeer volg — nie dat ek 
my daarvoor uitgee nie, my tyd vir roman- 
lees is uit die aard van die saak taamlik beperk 
as ek met my eie vakliteratuur wil probeer 
byhou — en hoe ontsteld was ek nie om na The 
Power and the Glory en The Heart of the Matter 
en die eerste resensies wat ek van The End of the 
Affair gelees het, op laasgenoemde te moet wag 
en wag en wag nie. Ek het later spesiaal 
navraag gedoen en gevra dat die boek bestel 
moet word. Dit is blykbaar wél gedoen, maar 
dit het nooit op die rakke verskyn nie. Navraag 
na verskillende maande, het toe aan die lig 


gebring dat dit afgekeur is, blykbaar deur ’n 
pliggetroue, nougesette Presbiteriaanse tannie 
— ek weet nie wie dit was nie, maar stel haar 
my in die gees sé voor — wat die sedelikheids- 
siffie vir die biblioteek is! Nou is ek, o.m. ook 
as ouderling van die Ned. Geref. Kerk, seer 
seker nie daarvoor te vinde dat ongewenste 
lektuur in die hande van jong, onvolwasse 
mense kom nie, maar as ’n roman soos The 
End of the Affair deur die plaaslike biblioteek- 
komitee as te sterke kos vir my, wat darem 
bekend is met Bredero, met Boccaccio en 
D. H. Lawrence, met Herman Heyermans en 
André Gide en wat darem al, na ek hoop, die 
jare van onderskeiding bereik het, beskou 
word, meen ek dat ek ’n regmatige grief het. 

En omgekeerd, as ek — soos werklik die geval 
in my studentejare was — in ’n universiteits- 
biblioteek kom en begin soek na moderne 
Nederlandse poésie en slegs met die bloem- 
lesing Nieuwe Geluiden van Dirk Coster afge- 
skeep word, dan het ek ook rede tot ’n grief. 
Wat ek nou hier vertel, is letterlik waar, want 
in die jaar 1933, toe ek nog student was, het 
ons eenmaal — op my voorspraak — die totale 
profyt van ’n Afrikaanse studente-opvoering 
bestee aan die noodsaaklike aankoop van 
bundels wat tdéé reeds, twintig jaar gelede, in 
Nederland bekend was en nou reeds onder die 
klassieke van die 20e eeuse Nederlandse poésie 
gereken word: J.C. Bloem se Het Verlangen, 
Gossaert se Experimenten, die eerste bundels 
Verzen, De Belijdenis van de Stilte en Voorbij 
de Wegen, van A. Roland Holst om slegs ’n 
paar te noem. Toe ek ’n paar jaar gelede weer 
daardie universiteitsbiblioteek besoek het, het 
ek spesiaal dié boekies gesoek, en dit was nog 
met ’n mate van regverdige trots dat ek die 
etiketjies voorin bekyk het met die naam van 
die studente-vereniging wat hulle aan die 
versameling geskenk het. Op die persone wat 
verantwoordelik is vir die aankoop van boeke 
— of dit nou die plaaslike biblioteekbestuur of 
die hoof van ’n universitére departement is 
— rus dus ’n swaar verpligting om sover moont- 
lik volledigheid na te streef. 


Finansies 

Maar daar is die tweede aspek van hierdie 
punt: nl. finansies. Jaar na jaar het ek op 
die komitee wat verantwoordelik is vir die 
distribusie van die boektoelaes gesit en luister 


na die klaagliedere van Jeremias oor die 
ontoereikende fondse wat vir die aankoop van 
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boeke beskikbaar gestel word. Ek wil geen ge- 
heime verklap nie, maar één jaar — dit was, dit 
erken ek ridderlik, ’n baie moeilike finansiéle 


jaar, en die posisie het daarna verbeter — het ek . 


sowat £50 vir my departement gekry, d.w.s. 
vir die aankoop van nuwe boeke nie net in 
Afrikaans nie, maar ook in Nederlands en 
Vlaams of Suid-Nederlands! Self bestee ek aan 
my eie private versameling miskien jaarliks 
twee-of driekeer soveel! Maar wat is die posisie 
in ons groter biblioteke : uit die Verslag van die 
Kuratore vir die jaar geéindig 31 Desember 1954 
van Die Staatsbiblioteek in Pretoria lees ek die 
volgende: ,,Nieteenstaande die hooggewaar- 
deerde pogings van die Departement van 
Onderwys, Kuns en Wetenskap om vir die 
Inrigting ’n gesonder finansiéle basis te be- 
werkstellig, is die geldelike voorsiening nog 
onbevredigend. Die meeste wat die Biblioteek 
kan bekostig om aan boeke, tydskrifte en bind- 
werk — nota bene — te bestee, is £8,500. . . alleen 
vir hierdie doel is dus ’n bedrag van £16,000 
per jaar nodig.”’ Dus byna dubbel die beskikbare 
bedrag! En uit die jaarverslag van die S.A. 
Openbare Biblioteek slegs vier jaar gelede, aan 
die einde van 1950, was die bedrag wat vir 
boeke beskikbaar was, slegs sowat £3,500! Ek 
sé weer, as dit met die groen hout gebeur, wat 
van die droé ? As ons twee belangrikste boeke- 
versamelings in Suid-Afrika hierdie soort 
klagtes het, as hulle so volkome onvoldoende en 
stiefmoederlik behandel word, wat van die 
kleiner universiteitsbiblioteke ? Ek sou bloos 
om hiernaas die syfers te noem wat jaarliks 
bestee word aan min of meer luukse artikels 
soos sommige van ons beheerrade, aan agter- 
en voorskotte vir boere, ja, selfs die £15,000 
per jaar aan ’n onderneming soos die N.T.O., 
hoewel dié ook belaglik onvoldoende genoem 
moet word. Waarlik ons het in Suid-Afrika 
nog ’n groot agterstand om op Europa in dié 
opsig in te haal: selfs in ’n land soos Neder- 
land waar die stelsel van staatsteun ’n betreklik 
jonge ontwikkeling is — in die geval van die 
kunste, selfs eintlik maar iets van die afgelope 
tien jaar na die Tweede Wéreldoorlog — word 
teenswoordig nie minder as 10% van die totale 
staatsuitgawes, aan steun uitbetaal, d.w.s. 
aansienlik meer as ’n half miljard gulden, of 
tussen £50 en £60 miljoen pond! Waarlik, daar 
is nog bekerings- en oortuigingswerk in Pretoria 
en Kaapstad te doen! Met die oog op dié 
groot moeilikheid, waarmee die boekverbruiker 
net so seer rekening dien te hou as die bibliote- 


karis self, wat net nie anders kan nie, wil ek 
die kwessie van volledigheid dan maar laat, 
en dit so stel dat dit my ’n taak van die biblioteek 
lyk om minstens op sy eie gebied ’n redelik 
representatiewe versameling te probeer opbou. 

Die verdere, meer spesifieke take van die 
bibliotekaris daargelate — die katalogisering en 
veilige bewaring van sy versameling, die beskik- 
baarstelling daarvan aan die publiek wat hy 
dien — glo ek dat ek reeds my tyd aan die taak 
oorskry het, en gaan ek nou oor tot die tweede 
punt : die funksies, soos ek as leser en gereélde 
gebruiker van boeke dit sien, van die biblioteek 
in ons samelewing. 


Funksies van die biblioteek 

Soveel anders as die take is die funksies 
egter nie, alleen bekyk ek hulle nou van die 
ander kant. In verband met die onderskeiding 
van doelstellinge van verskillende biblioteke, 
sou ek dan wil sé dat deur die verskaffing van 
boeke die biblioteke een van die belangrikste 
opvoedkundige funksies in ons samelewing 
vervul en ’n vesting behoort te wees teen die 
opkomende gety van vervlakking en smaak- 
verderf wat ongelukkig een van die verskrik- 
likste begeleidende faktore van die 20e-eeuse 
demokrasie is. 

’n Vesting teen die vervlakking ? Ja, dit kan 
die biblioteek wees, maar dan moet hy suiwerder 
as ooit sy werklik dienende funksie besef, en ’n 
veel sentraler plek in die lewe van die ge- 
meenskap inneem. Laat my dit dadelik sé, ek 
glo dat die tyd van die biblioteek-alleen-en- 
uitsluitlik-vir-die-intekenaar onherroeplik iets 
van die verlede is, net so seer iets van die 
verlede as die kapkar en die bakkebaarde van 
die 19e eeu. Ek wil nie probeer smaal op die 
ongetwyfeld belangrike werk wat dié soort 
biblioteek in die verlede verrig het nie. Immers, 
in ’n tyd toe die algemene belangstelling in 
boeke en die leeslus die voorreg van ’n betreklik 
klein aantal ontwikkelde en leesgierige mense 
was — die plaaslike magistraat, die dokter, die 
skoolhoof, en, natuurlik hul vroue — vroue het 
toe nog nie hul tyd soveel met brugspeel 
verkwis nie! — was die instelling van ons 
,sPublic Libraries” ’n belangrike en gewaardeer- 
de faktor in die gewone dorps- en selfs stedelike 
samelewing, en die intekenaars het dikwels met 
groot opofferinge, nie alleen geldelik nie, maar 
ook van hul private tyd, hul leeskamers in 
stand gehou en aan ’n werklike, maar tog be- 
perkte behoefte voorsien. 
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Met die toenemende onderwys en veral die 
ontwaakte leeslus van die platteland het dié 
instellinge egter dikwels nie rekening gehou nie, 
en die enigste uitkoms wat ek vir tal van min 
of meer kwynende partikuliere instellinge van 
dié aard kan sien, is om aan te sluit by die nou 
reeds tog min of meer beproefde provinsiale 
skemas, wat nie slegs, deur betreklik ruime 
middele wat daarvoor beskikbaar gestel is, 
heelwat van hul finansiéle sorge kan verwyder 
nie, maar bowenal bewys het dat hul met 
moderne middele die boeke aan die man kan 
bring, soos die ander dit nooit kon hoop om te 
doen nie. Die ervaring in ander lande het 
gewys dat wanneer die boeke werklik aan die 
man gebring kan word, die biblioteek ’n veel 
belangriker en sentraler funksie in die same- 
lewing kan vervul. En selfs die manjifieke werk 
van die Johannesburgse Openbare Biblioteek, 
wat sover ek weet, die grootste en aktiefste van 
sy soort in ons land is, het gewys tot watter 
omset die stelsel van die vrye biblioteek in 
Suid-Afrika kan lei. Deur sy pragtig ingerigte 
gebou, wat tentoonstellingslokale en selfs ’n 
teater bevat, het dit selfs in so ’n tipies kosmo- 
politiese stad soos Johannesburg is, ’n beny- 
denswaardige plek in die stedelike lewe verower. 
Maar ook elders is pragtige werk verrig, soos 
bewys word deur ’n artikel soos dié van mnr. 
Friis, Qualitative services: new methods of stimu- 
lating reading in Natal in die April-uitgawe 
vanjaar van South African Libraries. 


Prentjie van ’n dorpsbiblioteek 


In teenstelling met die prent wat in daardie 
artikel voorgehou word — besprekingsgroepe, 
spellesings, voordragte oor die plek van die 
boek in die samelewing, boekweke met vlae, 
musiek, sprekers van Ambassades, munisipale 
resepsies, filmvertonings, vasvrawedstryde ens. 
ens., ’n prent waaraan elke ware boekliefheb- 
hebber, selfs al hou hy nie, soos ek, van al die 
trompetgeskal nie en al glo hy, soos ek, saam 
met Thomas 4 Kempis dat ’n mens die rus 
slegs vind ,,in een hoekske met een boekske’’, 
ja, ’n prent waaraan elke ware boekliefhebber 
werklik sy hart kan ophaal, omdat die boek aan 
die man gebring word, wil ek vir u ’n ander 
prentjie voorhou as seker tipies van baie van 
die kwynende klein partikuliere bibliotekies in 
ons land. 

’n Paar jaar gelede moes ek eendag per motor, 
en min of meer onverwag, na die Transvaal 
gaan i.v.m. ’n begrafnis. Ek het dié aand érens op 


een van ons groter Oos-Kaaplandse dorpe 
oornag, omdat ek eers so teen 4-uur die middag 
van my werk of kon wegkom. Die dorp altans 
die strate, was na 8-uur min of meer uitgestor- 
we, en toe my vrou en ek op ’n kort wandeling 
na ete érens ’n liggie sien wat by nader onder- 
soek dié van die dorp se ,,Public Library” was, 
het ons binnegegaan. Die hele atmosfeer was 
merkwaardig: stewige ou mahoniehoutkaste 
vir die tydskrifte, sommige waarvan nie meer 
uitgegee word nie, maar die res volledig aanwe- 
sig — u ken hulle, nie waar nie, ,,Country Life’, 
Sketch” e.s.m.? — Swaar omraamde 
gravures van die Koningin Victoria as Keiserin 
van Indié in 1876 en aandoenlike relikte uit die 
Eerste Wéreldoorlog, ’n leé bomhulsel uit 
Duitswes e.s.m., en ’n tipies middeljarige dame 
agter die lessenaar. Nadat ons so ’n bietjie 
rondgekyk het, en deur-die ,,Country Life” en 
ketch” geblaai het, sé ek vir my vrou ek wil 
darem graag die Afrikaanse boeke ook sien. 
Sonder om enige onbeleefdheid te betrag — dit 
was immers ’n tipiese Afrikaanse boeredorp 
— het ek die dame in Afrikaans gevra waar die 
Afrikaanse boeke gehou word. Sy het ons 
verbaas aangestaar en nadat ek die vraag weer 
duidelik en beleefd herhaal het, het sy sonder 
enige trek op haar gesig gesé: ,,I’m afraid 
I don’t understand you”. Van haar kant ook 
sonder enige oordrewe nadruk, sonder enige 
bewuste onbeleefdheid, eenvoudig die vas- 
stelling van ’n waarheid! ’n Mens kon — op s’n 
Engels — ,,knocked me over with a feather’’! 
U sien wat ek bedoel: nie die feit dat die 
dame Engelssprekend was nie, glad nie; of 
dat ek enige moeite sou hé om my op Engels 
uit te druk nie, want op my Engelse vraag het 
sy my weer ewe beleefd die rakkies ,,Minor 
Teutonic Languages” getoon, maar die feit 
dat hierdie bibliotekie ’n verdwaalde eilandjie 
Victoriaanse Engeland in ’n omringende Afri- 
kaanse see was in een van ons vooruitstre- 
wende en welvarende Oos-Kaapse boeredorpe, 
klaarblyklik sonder enige lewende kontak met 
die omringende werklikheid. Ek het nogal 
agting vir oud tradisies, ja, persoonlik miskien 
selfs ’n mate van verhole simpatie met so ’n 
koppige poginkie om die werklikheid te probeer 
ontken, maar ek glo, as mens van die 20e eeu, 
dat so ’n biblioteek byna nie meer reg van 
bestaan het nie, om die eenvoudige rede dat 
hy nie werk doen wat hy geroepe is om te 
doen nie. 

Die biblioteek in sy dienende funksie moet 
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immers ingestel wees op die omgewing en die 
publiek wat hy dien, moet ook werklik in staat 
wees om ’n plek in die harte van die mense te 
verower, en dit kan o.a. alleen gebeur wanneer 
die taalverskeidenheid erken word. Ek wil nie 
verder op dié punt ingaan nie, ek glo dat dit 
met die blote stelling van hierdie beginsel 
reeds min of meer vanself spreek. 

Maar ek bou voort op die gedagte dat die 
biblioteek ’n vesting teen die vervlakking be- 
hoort te wees: — ek praat natuurlik van die 
algemene biblioteek — en dit kan hy alleen doen 
as sy boekevoorraad ook voorsiening, en liefs 
so ruim as moontlik, maak vir boeke anders as 
blote fiksie, om slegs ’n paar kategorieé te 
noem: biografie, geskiedenis, reisverhale ; skone 
kuns, musiek ens. Van die poésie sal ek nie 
eens praat nie, want hoeveel mense lees nog 
taamlik gereéld poésie ? En dié boeke moet ook 
nie net op die rakke bly staan nie. Hulle be- 
hoort op besondere maniere aan die man ge- 
bring te word — deur aantreklike uitstallings te 
reél, die jubilea van bekende skrywers en 
musici te vier, besondere historiese gebeurte- 
nisse te herdenk, ens. 


Kinderlektuur 


Besondere aandag verdien ook die afdeling 
vir kinderlektuur. Geen biblioteek in ons tyd 
behoort sonder ’n spesiale kinderhoekie te wees 
nie — met aantreklike, werklike mooi kinder- 
boeke, goed versorg en geillustreer, en daar 
behoort ’n veel intiemer kontak tussen die 
openbare of dorpsbiblioteek en die skoolbiblio- 
teek te wees. Die ontwakende leeslus van die 
kind — by sommige begin dit so vroeg as die 
neénde of tiende. jaar — is die begin van ’n 
golf wat, as dit goed gerig kan word, die kind 
_ werklik tot in die intellektuele lewe kan voer. 
Wie van ons onthou nie nog die besieling waar- 
mee ons die eerste keer boeke soos Rider 
Haggard se King Solomon’s Mines en She gelees 
het, soos Robert Louis Stevenson se Treasure 
Island’s Reade se Cloister and the Hearth, om 
net ’n paar te noem. Langs lyne van geleide- 
likheid voer ’n mens die kind op van die avon- 
tuurverhaal tot die geromantiseerde historiese 
verhaal, die biografie, die werklike klassieke 
roman, 

U sal opmerk dat my eie herinneringe, wat 
nog uit die “‘Engelse” tyd dateer van ongeveer 
vyf-en-twintig, dertig jaar gelede, uit die aard 
van die saak uiters persoonlik is. Maar ek sien 
die leeswoede waarmee my eie seuntjie wat 


nou net nege geword het, reeds die Afrikaanse 
Kinderensiklopedie, die Skatkamer e.a. lees en die 
vertalinge van Stevenson, Dumas e.a. Trouens 
na ’n onlangse verblyf van ses maande in 
Amsterdam, waar hy aan ’n Nederlandse skool 
goed Nederlands leer lees het, het ek hom 
gevoer met Don Quichotte, Gullivers Retizen, 
De Reis van Marco Polo, Paul Kruger, De 
Leeuw van Zuid-Afrika, Willem de Zwijger, 
Overwintering op Nova Zembla, Robinson Crusoé, 
Vlaamse Legenden, De Lotgevallen van een Garde 
d’Honneur ens. Om nie eens te praat van ’n 
mooi verwerking, vir kinders, van Hendrik 
Conscience se Leeuw van Vlaanderen, waarvan 
hy verskeie maandelank onafskeidbaar was: 
dit moes elke aand langs sy bedjie lé, binne 
bereik, en soggens voor dag en dou het hy 
hom weer gestort in die wéreld van dapper 
ridders en kastele, heldedade en opofferende 
vaderlandsliefde. Ek kon met die voorraad 
byna nie bybly nie. Laat ons, wanneer ons met 
die kind te doen het, veral oppas en waak teen 
verveling. Nie verniet het Emmanuel Wert- 
heimer gesé: ,,Dis makliker om ’n vervelende 
boek te skryf as om hom te lees!”” En persoonlik 
glo ek nie dat Tarzan, of Rooi Jan selfs vir ’n 
kind, spannender kan wees as Die Leeu van 
Vlaandere of Skateiland nie! 


Nederlands 


Maar genoeg oor die algemene of openbare 
biblioteek. Ek wil graag op hierdie stadium 
oorgaan na ’n saak wat my baie na aan die 
hart lé: die funksie, binne ons akademiese lewe 
en die wonderlike literére ontplooiing veral van 
Afrikaans gedurende die afgelope kwarteeu, 
van die universiteitsbiblioteek en verwante, 
meer gespesialiseerde letterkundige en wetens- 
kaplike versamelinge. By hierdie beskouing wil 
ek my streng hou by die leuse van skoenmaker 
hou jou by jou lees, en daarom niks oor die 
eise van die natuurwetenskaplike — die che- 
micus, die fisikus — sé nie, hoewel ek groot 
simpatie het met hul besondere moeilikhede in 
hierdie tyd van byna revolusionére ontwikke- 
linge, waar ’n publikasie van twee jaar gelede 
reeds vandag weer as verouderd beskou kan 
word. 

Meer bepaald wil ek ook as Afrikaanse 
skrywer praat, met ’n besondere, persoonlike, - 
nie slegs vakkundige belangstelling in Neder- 
lands nie, wat in ons eietydse Afrikaanse poésie 
altans — Afrikaans soos dit gebly het — nie 
anders kan as die groot verpligtinge erken wat 
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dit aan Nederlands, meer bepaald tegnies en 
formeel, te danke het. Ek het vroeér vanmoére 
die staaltjie vertel van die Nederlandse tekste 
wat in 1933 aan ’n universiteitsbiblioteek ge- 
skenk is, en ek sou dié opmerkinge kan presiseer 
deur te sé dat daardie bundels van Bloem, 
Gossaert en Adriaan Roland Holst op daardie 
besondere stadium, die Kaapse ,,digters van 
dertig’’ die onmiddellike prikkel verskaf het om 
Afrikaans te probeer skryf met ’n buigsaamheid 
en subtiliteit wat véér die tyd byna onbekend 
was. Nooit sal ek persoonlik die ontroering 
vergeet wat uitgegaan het van die opdragvers 
in daardie donkerrooi uitgawe van Het Ver- 
langen nie : 


Wat is er van mijn dagen mij gebleven, 
En van hun gloed en ’t rusteloos gedruisch 
Der wereld om mijn nuttelooze streven ? 
Aleen één zekerheid : het ouderhuis. 


Maar dat blijft énaantastbaar en volkomen 
Van liefde en leed en bittre teederheid ; 
Tusschen de wilde warreling der droomen 
Het eenige, dat ik voorgoed belijd. 


Dit maakt het, dat ik nergens meer kan rusten 
Dan in de koelte van het eigen bed ; 

Dat aan het eind van alle leed en lusten 

Mij niets dan dit meer tot het leven redt ... 


En luister nou veral na die volgende strofes 
— die klank, die beelding, die vérbeelding 
aangrypende, organiese vorm : 


De stilte spoelt en ebt door de portalen, 
De diepe nacht wordt zilveren en zwart ; 
En ’k lig te luistren, hoe het ademhalen 

Van de beminden aanstroomt naar mijn hart. 


En wensch slechts, nu de dag mij is verleden, 
En zijn verneedring van mij henen glijdt, 
Dat ik mijn nooit-gesproken teederheden 


Aan ’t ruischend hart des donkren nachts 
belijd. 


U sal waarskynlik tevergeefs soek na ’n 
presiese literére parallel in die poésie van die 
digters van dertig, na ’n afsonderlike gedig, of 
selfs ’n gedeelte van ’n gedig, wat op grond 
van regstreekse literére invloed, daardeur gein- 
spireer genoem kan word ; u sal miskien selfs 
tevergeefs soek na ’n verwante ,,toon” in ’n 
Afrikaanse gedig van daardie tyd — die verse 
van Bloem is immers so Hollands soos die 
skilderye van Jan Vermeer van Delft ; maar u sal 
tog in die beelding, in die ekspressiewe vorm 
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van heelwat gedigte uit daardie tyd daardie 
ondefinieerbare kwaliteit van melodie vind wat 
sommige van dié digters aan Bloem ontleen 
het. Ek gaan nie hier vir u voorbeelde gee nie 
— dan word my voordrag miskien spoedig ’n 
literére kollege - maar ek wil wys op die 
inspirasie wat uitgegaan het van daardie en 
dergelike poésie, en ek wil die noodsaaklik- 
heid daarvan beklemtoon dat dié tekste aanwe- 
sig moet wees in elke universiteitsbiblioteek, 
miskien selfs beskikbaar vir elke hoérskool- 
leerling wat hom werklik ernstig wil besighou 
met ’n studie van die Afrikaanse poésie na 1930. 
Ek glo wel dat dit teenswoordig die geval is in 
die meeste universiteitsbiblioteke — hoewel daar 
niks, maar dan ook letterlik niks aanwesig was 
van die Nederlandse digters van die generasie 
van 1910, waartoe Bloem, Gossaert, Adriaan 
Roland Holst e.a. behoort — toe ek elf jaar 
gclede aan die Universiteit gekom het waaraan 
ek tans verbonde is. Ek het dié tekort natuurlik 
al lank aangevul, sodra dit na die beéindiging 
van die oorlog in 1945 moontlik was. Maar ’n 
mens moet nie net na die verlede kyk nie. ’n 
Afrikaanse kritikus het eenkeer gesé die litera- 
tuur is soos ’n spinnerak, trek jy één draadjie, 
dan roer die hele web, en dit kan sekerlik vandag 
verwag word dat die universiteitsbiblioteek 
meer bepaald bewus moet wees van die inspira- 
tiewe waarde van goeie buitelandse, en in die 
geval van Suid-Afrika, meer spesifiek van die 
Nederlandse letterkunde, en sorg behoort te 
dra dat nie slegs die goeie tekste van die verlede 
aanwesig is nie, maar ook van die hede. Dit 
moet dus moontlik wees vir die jong student 
van vandag om met dieselfde bewondering die 
werk te lees van Nijhoff, en, resenter, van Van 
der Graft, ja, desnoods van die eksperimentele 
digter Lucebert, as wat ons vyf-en-twintig jaar 


gelede Bloem, Roland Holst en Gossaert ge- 
lees het. 


Tydskrifte 

Maar ek kom langsamerhand by die laaste 
punt van my voordrag : ook in streng literér- 
wetenskaplike sin het die biblioteek ’n be- 
sondere funksie om te vervul. Die literér- 
historikus, en veral natuurlik die gevorderde 
student, moet nie onder die verpligting staan 
om hom slegs tot die bekende handboeke oor 
die literatuur te moet beperk nie. Die uni- 
versiteitsbiblioteke behoort sorg te dra dat hul 
goed voorsien is van tydskrifte —- en dan nie net 
van die groot en bekende tydskrifte nie, maar 
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ook van ‘die kleineres, die eksperimentele 
tydskrifte wat miskien slegs ’n vyf of tien jaar 
lank bestaan het, maar waarin, vir wie o€ het 
om te sien en ore om te hoor, miskien baie van 
die groeipunte van die literatuur van ons tyd 
ontdek kan word. 

Laat my eers oor ’n paar Suid-Afrikaanse 
tydskrifte praat : hoeveel Universiteitsbiblioteke 
en selfs groter stedelike biblioteke besit volle- 
dige stelle van die ou historiese tydskrif Die 
Brandwag (1910-1922), van Die Nuwe Brandwag 
(1929-1933) ? Hoeveel het onmiddellik ingete- 
ken op die tydskrif Standpunte (1946-) ? Hoe- 
veel het die moeite gedoen om die populére 
volkstydskrif Die Huisgenoot te bewaar en in te 
bind? En tog is dit juis in tydskrifte soos 
hierdie dat ons die ontwikkelingsgang van die 
Afrikaanse literatuur kan volg. Dan praat 
ek nie van ouer tydskrifte soos De Goede Hoop 
(1903-1930), Ons Moedertaal (1914-1916), 
Werda (1913-1914) e.a. nie. Om dié tydskrifte 
te lees, moet die meeste van ons ’n reis na 
Kaapstad of Pretoria onderneem, en daar is 
min dinge wat so fnuikend vir sistematiese 
ondersoekingswerk is as ’n verwysing wat ’n 
mens nie dadelik kan nagaan nie. Ja, ek weet: 
natuurlik sou ’n mens tog die artikel in die 
hande kan kry deur middel van ’n fotokopie 
of desnoods ’n mikrofilm, maar is dit altyd 
prakties ? Wie van ons doen altyd daardie 
moeite? En die gevolg is, soos dit eenkeer 
uitgedruk is: die professore skryf védér en die 
studente skryf na, en sé word daar tradisionele 
vooroordele bestendig, oordeelsfoute bewaar en 
oorgelewer tot in die verre toekoms. 

Wat Nederlands betref, is die posisie nog 
hagliker: hoeveel eksemplare is daar in ons 
land verkrygbaar van, sé, die literére byblad van 
die Nieuwe Rotterdamsche Courant, waarin 
tussen die twee wéreldoorloé tog die hele 
nuwe Nederlandse !etterkunde rondom belang- 
rike figure soos Marsman, Vestdijk e.a. hom 
ontplooi het ; hoeveel volledige eksemplare is 
daar van die tydskrif Forum, Vrije Bladen, De 
Gemeenschap, Leiding, De Beweging, of selfs van 
De Nieuwe Gids. Ja, sekerlik, ons almal, of 
minstens diegene wat Nederlands-Afrikaans 
aan die Universiteit gestudeer het, ken die name 
van Willem Kloos, Albert Verwey, Herman 
Gorter, Frederik van Eeden, maar hoeveel het 
al die eerste sang van die nou klassieke gedig 
Mei van Gorter gesien, soos dit oorspronklik 
in die vierde jaargang van De Nieuwe Gids 
verskyn het ? Hoeveel van ons het nie al van 


die twis in die redaksie van dié tydskrif verneem 
nie - die woedende uitvalle van Kloos teen sy 
vroeére vriende en medewerkers, die verbete 
gedagtestryd oor die verhouding kuns en so- 
sialisme — maar hoeveel het al daardie historiese 
polemiek in die tydskrif self gevolg ? Ek sé nie 
dat dit nodig is dat elke eerstejaarstudent in 
Nederlands en Afrikaans toegang tot dié tekste 
moet hé nie, maar minstens elke honneurs- of 
meesterskandidaat. 


Verskaffing van tekste 


Ek het spesiaal hier by die tydskrifte stilges- 
taan, omdat dit so ’n groot probleem by die 
studie is van tale wat nie van internasionale 
betekenis is nie, en waar so ’n groot gedeelte 
van die werklike literére ontwikkeling, die debat 
op intellektuele peil oor nuwe opvattings 
en nuwe tegnieke, in die tydskrifte gevoer word. 
Toegegee dat die werke, miskien selfs die los 
opstelle van die groot skrywers meestal later 
tog ook in boekvorm verskyn, maar wat van die 
aanvalle van hul teenstanders, wat van die 
lopende gedagtewisseling waarin die tydskrifte 
ons ’n insig gee en wat so fassinerend is om op 
te voet te volg? ’n Polemiek is mos nie ’n 
monoloog nie! Ek glo dat dit ’n besondere 
funksie van die biblioteek, en meer bepaald 
van die universiteitsbiblioteek is om op te tree 
as die bewaarders van ons geestelike beskawing, 
in al sy fasette, en om dié tekste terwille van die 
objektiewe wetenskapsbeoefening te verskaf, en 
ek besef natuurlik ook dat aan die wortel van 
dié leemtes dikwels die onvoldoende voor- 
siening van fondse lé. 

Gaan ’n mens verder terug in die verlede 
— wat Afrikaans betref nie eens verder as die 
tydperk van die Eerste Afrikaanse Taalbeweging 
nie (1875-1900), en wat Nederlands betref, 
die 17e eeu en die 18e eeu — dan is iedereen, 
dosent én student, min of meer oorgelewer aan 
die handboeke, die literatuurgeskiedenisse en 
word onafhanklike werk feitlik onmoontlik. 
Laat my net ’n paar Nederlandse voorbeelde uit 
my eie ervaring eers noem: ek glo dat daar in 
die hele Suid-Afrika nie één enkele eksemplaar 
bestaan van die bundel gedigte van Herman 
Dullaert nie, die bundel H. Dullaerts Gedachten 
deur David van Hoogstraten uitgegee in 1719 ; 
en waarskynlik slegs twee of drie —- waarvan ek 
één besit — van die Stichtelijke Rijmen, om te 
zingen of te.Lezen van Didericus Camphuysen 
- die eksemplaar van die Rhodes-Universiteit 
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het sowat nege jaar gelede met ’n inter- 
universitére leen verdwyn en nooit weer tevoor- 
skyn gekom nie. Ek gee toe dat albei tipiese 
,poetae minores”’ is, mindere digters, wat onder 
die skaduwee van die grotes gelewe en gewerk 
het, maar nietemin vorm hul werk ’n integre- 
rende deel van ons 17e-eeuse Nederlandse, 
Protestantse tradisie, en staan dit geestelik in 
baie opsigte nader aan ons as die gedeeltelik 
middeleeus-Rooms-Katoliek geinspireerde poé- 
sie van Vondel, of die verfynde, elegante Re- 
naissancekuns van Hooft. Die Afrikaanse bes- 
kawing wat hom roem op sy Nederlandse af- 
koms, en wat drie jaar gelede sy driehonderd- 
jarige bestaan herdenk het, behoort dié figure 
in ere te hou, en dit kan alleen gebeur as hulle 
werke in ons biblioteke voorhande is. 


Waardige monument 


Ek het so ewe sydelings verwys na die Van 
Riebeeck-feeste en dit bring my op ’n gedagte 
wat ek hier wil oorgee op ’n plek wat miskien 
die beste daarvoor geskik is. Tydens sy éénja- 
tige gasprofessoraat te Pretoria het Prof. 
W.A. P. Smit, een van die beste kenners van 
die Renaissance-tydperk in Nederland vandag, 
in 1951 aan my sy idee van ’n waardige mo- 
nument ter herinnering aan ons driehonderd- 
jarige bestaan uiteengesit. Omdat hy self ge- 
voel het hoe moeilik dit is om enige werklike 
oorspronklike werk op die gebied van die 
ouer Nederlandse letterkunde in Suid-Afrika 
te doen, het hy ’n plan ontwerp om deur middel 
van fotokopieé en mikrofilms, waar dit nie 
meer moontlik is om die werklike boeke in die 
hande te kry nie, minstens één sentrale en 
volledige versameling Nederlandse geskrifte — 


of, nouja, die begrip volledigheid in sy absolute 
betekenis is natuurlik onuitvoerbaar — maar 
dan ’n so na aan volledigheid as moontlike 
versameling Nederlandse geskrifte op te bou, 
waarvandaan die verskillende universiteite be- 
dien sou kan word. Dit was natuurlik moeilik 
om te bereken wat so ’n skema sou kos — daar 
sou uit die aard van die saak ’n spesiale gebou 
daarvoor gebou moet word en opgeleide perso- 
neel om die versameling te hanteer — maar hy 
het geglo dat ’n mens al baie ver met — as ek my 
reg herinner — sowat £300,000 sou gekom het, 
en is dit nie ongeveer die bedrag wat in Kaapstad 
aan die tydelike stadion, die vertonings en 
parades gedurende die van Riebeeck-feeste 
uitgegee is nie? 

Ek self is te lief vir skouspele en vertonings 
om die waarde van dié soort uitinge geheel en al 
te ontken, maar my hart draai byna in my om 
as ek nou daaraan dink dat die meeste van ons, 
selfs diegene wat spesiaal die reis na Kaapstad 
onderneem het om die feesvieringe by te woon, 
slegs drie jaar later, weinig meer as ’n paar 
herinneringe en ’n paar honderd voet kleurfilm 
van die hele verrigtinge oor het! ’n Paar 
honderd voet kleurfilm teenoor ’n volledige 
versameling Nederlandse geskrifte van die 
vroegste tyd tot vandag! U sien self wat die 
moontlikhede van so ’n skema is, en miskién 
is dit selfs nou nog nie te laat om ernstig daar- 
aan te dink nie. Ek voel oortuig daarvan dat 
so ’n skema, ook in Nederland, baie ruime 
ondersteuning sal kry, en dat ook daar, onder 
die kulturele verdrag met Suid-Afrika, staats- 
gelde vir so ’n grootse skema beskikbaar gestel 
sal word. Wat, immers, 1s 500,000 gulden 
teenoor meer as ’n halwe miljard! 


LITERARY CENSORSHIP IN SOUTH AFRICA 


The following statement has been considered by Branches 
and approved by the Council of the South African Library Association 


WE BELIEVE as Librarians: That in a modern 
democratic community it is ideally the task 
and responsibility of Librarians (and espe- 
cially of public librarians) to disseminate 
and provide ready access to a wide diversity 
of opinions, knowledge and information, from 
which each citizen is free to deduce his own 
conclusions after full consideration of all the 
relevant facts. 

2. The Librarian in South Africa (and 
especially the public librarian) serves a multi- 
racial community with widely varying moral, 
cultural and educational backgrounds and 
levels of achievement, in which standards of 
taste and discrimination are still at a formative 
stage. In these circumstances, and as a step 
towards the ideal already formulated in general 
terms, South African Librarians have the task 
of disseminating in the communities they serve, 
library media that help to raise the standards of 
taste and discrimination by enriching the quality 
of thought, expression and experience of 
their readers; and by these positive means 
to combat the influence of material which 
is pornographic or sadistic, or in which false 
values are intentionally portrayed for pur- 
poses of gain. 

3. We acknowledge the right and duty of the 
community to protect its members against por- 
nographic and sadistic publications through 
the force of public opinion and through the 
processes of law. We believe that home and 
imported publications should both be subject 
to the same censorship, and that it should be 
possible to appeal against censorship decisions 
through the law-courts. 


4. At the same time we are conscious of 
the practical difficulties to be encountered 
by the Courts, in the application of any offi- 
cial censorship, and in particular of the danger 
to the freedom of expression by creative 
writers and artists through the possible exer- 
cise of mistaken judgments, however since- 
rely made. 

5. While acknowledging the need for streng- 
thening and enforcing the laws governing 
the publication and distribution of porno- 
graphic and sadistic literature in South Africa, 
we wish to lay even greater stress on the need 
for affirmative action on the part of those 
best placed to influence the improvement of 
taste and discrimination, i.e., parents, teachers 
at schools and Universities, Churches and 
other voluntary associations, and not least, 
librarians. 

6. We draw attention to the positive con- 
tribution librarians are in a position to make 
to this problem through their academic and 
professional training, through their know- 
ledge of the world of books, and through 
their special vocation to communicate this 
knowledge to the readers they serve. We 
call for increased support from all library 
authorities for the development of library 
services thoughout the country to all sections 
of the population. We believe that it is through 
this affirmative action, and by the plentiful 
and powerful supply of good books on all 
subjects, representing a wide diversity of 
views, that the librarian can make his most 
effective contribution to this problem. 
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SOME PROBLEMS CONCERNING THE 
EDUCATION OF LIBRARIANS 


by 


R. F. M. IMMELMAN 
Director, School of Librarianship, University of Cape Town 


(delivered at the S.A.L.A. Conference at Port Elizabeth on 21st September, 1955) 


THE THEME of this Conference has in general 
been that of taking stock of various aspects of 
librarianship. To me falls the task of taking 
stock of library training, or preferably of the 
education of librarians. This is an opportune 
moment to pause and take stock in South 
Africa of the preparation of the librarian for his 
profession, because there is every likelihood 
that in the near future the pattern of such 
training will change : it seems likely that within 
the next year or two there will be five or six 
library schools in South Africa. These will all 
be attached to universities. Let me say at the 
outset that as director of an existing library 
school for the past sixteen years, I heartily 
welcome this development. 

By way of introduction to this subject, 
I cannot do better than quote what Dr. Alice 
Bryan says in The Public Librarian ' : “To pres- 
cribe the type of education needed for a success- 
ful career in a profession is not a simple task, 
nor is it one that ever can be finally completed. 
Each profession must not only work out its 
own fundamental training program, but also 
must revise its educational requirements from 
time to time to keep pace with new develop- 
ments within its own and reiated fields.” We 
must face the position that before we can devise 
a scheme of education for librarians, we must 
know what we are training them for. Let us 
assume for the moment that we are training for 
work in public libraries; we have then to 
start with a clear picture of what public li- 
braries are, and be able to provide answers to 
questions such as the following : 


1 Bryan, Dr. A. I. The Public Librarian. New York, 
Columbia University Press, 1952. (Public Library 
Inquiry report) p. 56. 


(a) whatare the aims and functions of public 
libraries ? 

(b) what is the sphere of activity of the 
public library? Is it solely a book supply 
agency, a service organization, an in- 
formation bureau — one of these things, 
or all of them, or all these plus much 
more ? 

who are the users of public libraries, 
actual as well as potential ? What are the 
characteristics as well as the groupings 
into which they naturally fall ? 

what organization has been developed 
and what methods employed to perform 
the publi¢ library’s functions ? 


(c) 


(d) 


A fifth factor which is most important should 
also be added, viz., how has the public library 
changed during the past generation or two, 
what are the clearly observable trends of deve- 
lopment during the past century; and in the 
light of these trends, what changes is the 
public library undergoing to-day ? South Afri- 
can librarians are all aware of the fact that in a 
period of less than 25 years our public libraries 
in South Africa have changed beyond all recog- 
nition, and are still changing to-day. 

When once a clear picture emerges of what 
the modern public library is, the direction in 
which it is going and the demands it makes on 
its workers in seeking to carry out its aims, 
then only are we in a position to begin to plan 
courses designed to cater for current library 
needs. To put the matter in another way: only 
when we are ourselves convinced that library 
work is a profession and that librarianship as a 


* Asheim, L. A forum on the Public Inquiry. Co- 
lumbia University Press, 1950, p. 131. 
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field of study has a professional content, can 
we plan a scheme of professional education for 
librarians. At the 1947 Conference I dealt with 
this subject in a paper entitled: The status of 
librarianship as a profession and its bearing on 
the education of librarians.1 I endeavoured to 
show that librarianship met the criteria of a 
profession and that it was a young and vigorous 
discipline on its own, with a professional philo- 
sophy, a code of ethics and a rapidly growing 
intellectual content ? of its own, and that it 
need not ‘‘take a back seat’ in relation to the 
other younger professions, e.g. architecture or 
social work, even if it still lags behind law and 
medicine in these respects. Dr.R.W.Tyler has 
written * about the educational problems of the 
other professions in the symposium Education 
for Librarianship, in which he makes a point 
we should not overlook: that any recognized 
profession draws on other related professions 
and does not isolate itself behind monastic 
walls of professional exclusiveness. 


FOR WHAT ARE WE TRAINING 


When we have ascertained the nature and 
content of librarianship as well as satisfied our- 
selves as to its professional character, then only 
can we begin to learn from the experience of 
the other professions in planning their training, 
and endeavour to outline a scheme of education 
for librarianship.* For we are then in the posi- 
ticn of being able to answer the question: 
for what are we training ? Naturally what I have 
said about public libraries applies to university 
and special libraries as well. But in the main 
we should note that most library students train 
largely for the public library field, for public 
libraries in any country provide the largest 
field of employment and outnumber other 
libraries. Generally speaking however, educa- 
tion for librarianship is intended to provide a 
general training in the commonly accepted body 
of knowledge which any librarian needs to 
master before he can begin to specialize ; and 
to teach him how to adapt general principles 
to special circumstances. 


1Immelman, R. F. M. ‘The status of librarian- 
ship as a profession and its bearing on the education of 
librarians.” in Aspects of library work in South Africa, 
edited by D. H. Varley and H. Holdsworth, Cape 
Town, Balkema, 1948. pp. 14-26. 

* ibid. pp. 26-28. 

° Tyler, Dr. R. W. ‘“‘Educational problems in other 
professions”. Education for librarianship. Chicago, 


CONTENT OF COURSES 


This brings us to the question of what the 
education of librarians should cover: what 
should be the content of the courses ? A charge 
that has been brought against library schools is 
that “‘the vocational content of most library 
school curricula overshadowed the intellectual, 
that the librarian was successfully insulating 
himself against a knowledge of the content of 
books.” > This implies that in the past the 
emphasis in library training was on technique 
and method. We are all aware that two-thirds 
of library work is non-professional and technical 
in character and that only one-third is really 
professional. But if we are educating librarians 
for a profession on a par with the other profes- 
sions, we are training for the professional posts 
in libraries. Therefore the stress must be on 
the professional and intellectual aspects of li- 
brarianship and not solely on the technical. In 
fact, we should ask ourselves: are not the low 
salaries and lack of status of librarians the 
result of our failure to distinguish between the 
routine techniques and professional-intellec- 
tual aspects of our work ? ® 

Someone is sure to object : surely librarians 
must know how things are done ? This can be 
countered by agreeing that they should be 
acquainted with techniques, but that all training 
must not be concerned with how only. In the 
education of librarians, we should on the 
contrary concentrate on why: students must 
become aware during their period of training 
of the reasons for doing things, the principles 
and theory of librarianship. Later they would 
be required to master techniques and methods 
in periods of work or by observation in 
libraries, or by a preparatory period of training 
by the librarian on the job. That is, practice 
comes after theory. In other words, if we are 
educating for a profession, we must give stu- 
dents an insight into, and understanding of the 
body of intellectual knowledge of their profes- 
sion, so that they will develop a professional 
outlook and attitude. No-one could approve for 
a moment of the trainee whose attitude is: 


A.L.A., 1949. pp. 22-38. 

4 Immelman, op. cit. pp. 28-30. 

5 Thompson, Lawrence S. “‘Preparation and status 
of personnel” Library trends — current trends in College 
and University Libraries, ed. by Dr. Robert B. Downs. 
University of Illinois Library School, vol. I (July 
1952), pp. 95. 

6 ibid. p. 101. 
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‘*My training makes me too superior to under- 
take any tasks involving techniques.” Librarians 
must gain a mastery of the how of techniques, 
if only for the reason that the professional 
librarian supervises non-professional assistants; 
moreover at some time he will himself need to 
overhaul old, or plan new methods. 


TRAINING FOR THE FUTURE 


It is common knowledge that libraries in 
South Africa have undergone rapid develop- 
ment in a very short time. All our libraries have 
suffered badly of recent years from growing 
pains: we need to realize however that we 
cannot train entrants to the profession for 
libraries only as they are to-day or in the 
methods now in use. The period of library 
foundation and expansion in South Africa, from 
1935 to 1955, has nearly ended. We are to-day 
on the threshold of a period of consolidation 
and development in depth, the qualitative or 
intensive period as contrasted with the earlier 
extensive one. This being so, it has to be 
reflected in library training: that is, students 
have to be prepared for the next 25 to 30 years, 
to enable them to cope with the changes that 
the next few decades will bring, the signs of 
which can already be discerned. This makes it 
all the more necessary for librarians to under- 
stand their own professional development, in 
order to be able to plan the most effective 
scheme of library education. 

Never has there been a time “‘when education 
for librarianship has not been subject to a 
considerable degree of criticism, scepticism and 
even downright censure ... [when there have 
not been] caustic comments on the products of 
the training agencies”.+ Many librarians hold 
that library school students are illiterate and 
are not bookish in their tastes. To some extent, 
one is inclined to agree with these strictures, 
for there is little doubt that many recruits to 
the profession to-day know all too little about 
the contents of books and have all too little 
interest in what is inside the covers. But in 
fairness to library schools, how can a library 
school in one year provide book sense or literary 
background which even three or four years of 
university education has not imparted? One 

1 Carnovsky, Dr. L. ‘Trends in professional edu- 


cation for librarianship.”’ (Wilson Library Bulletin, 
v. 23, no. 5, p. 376. Jan. 1949). 


cannot expect library schools to make good the 
deficienciés which are general in the entire 
educational system. But what they can do is 
to try to inculcate a healthy desire for self 
improvement, and to show students how and 
where and by what means they can seek to 
equip themselves better for the task of library 
work. The ambitious, the good and the interest- 
ed student will always seek to improve his 
knowledge of books if his interest is aroused, 
his curiosity whetted and he realizes that it 
will better his chances of promotion. Libra- 
rians must bear in mind that until recently 
most trainees in South Africa stepped, generally 
speaking, straight into senior posts of res- 
ponsibility, but this process will not continue 
indefinitely. In future, say within five years, 
there will be more competition for senior posts. 
Trainees will have to undergo a longer period 
of proving themselves in subordinate positions. 
This is the case in other countries, and some 
competition in this country too, for the senior 
posts in the profession, will be all to the good 
and in the interests of librarianship in the 
long run. 


ACADEMIC REQUIREMENTS 


The profession is generally agreed that candi- 
dates for senior posts in large libraries and for 
heads of special libraries, should all be gradua- 
tes. That is, a university degree is regarded 
to-day as the standard requirement for admis- 
sion to the more advanced courses in library 
schools. The training for other categories will 
be dealt with later. It should be borne in mind 
that all graduates do not necessarily hold good 
degrees. For a long time to come, library 
schools will have to accept graduates per se, 
but the calibre of library school students would 
improve if a certain standard of attainment in 
degrees could be insisted on. But this does not 
seem feasible. One has to accept that the good 
student is likely, however, to prove himself 
and to gain promotion on his merits. The issue 
must be faced that mere attendance at a library 
school will not produce good librarians, if the 
personal and other qualities are lacking. Nor 
does a poor product from a particular library 
school necessarily mean that that library school 
provides poor training. Library schools cannot 
change the personal quality and character of 
its students. It can only seek to equip the 
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persons of the right calibre rather better for 
the profession and give them the professional 
outlook and equipment for their careers. 

The entrants to the profession, in the writer’s 
opinion, should be left the widest possible 
choice in their selection of subjects and courses 
for their degrees. There is room in library 
work in South African to-day for people with 
a wide variety of background and _ subject 
specialization. We need many more science 
graduates and more with a knowledge of econo- 
mics, social sciences, public administration, 
local government, law and engineering. Many 
librarians have a background of English or 
Afrikaans literature or a knowledge of art and 
music, but too few know anything about the 
natural and biological sciences, about applied 
science and technology, not to mention subjects 
like social anthropology, political science, cost 
accounting, commerce, business and industrial 
management. A knowledge of all these subjects 
is useful in libraries, and the wider the diversity 
of background of librarians, the better equipped 
libraries are going to be in future to cope with 
the increasing demands made on all of them, 
whether public (including provincial), univer- 
sity or special, by the needs of modern life. 

The person with the broadest possible 
background, a good education and an interest 
in acquiring knowledge, will always be a valu- 
able recruit. On that the library schools can 
build and give him mastery of the professional 
body of knowledge and instruct him in its 
application. A strong general education plus 
subject specialization is an excellent founda- 
tion. But there is no doubt that if universities 
undertook less spoonfeeding and in its place 
sought to arouse the curiosity of students and 
showed them how to satisfy it, as well as giving 
more attention to study methods, and to train- 
ing in methods of investigation and systemati- 
zation of data, while schools devoted attention 
to giving them a mastery of the mechanics of 
reading, students coming to library schools 
would derive greater benefit from what is 
provided for them. 


PRACTICAL TRAINING 


In library training we should be careful to 
train librarians and not technicians. Librarian- 
ship has much to learn from other pro- 
fessions, not least that theory and philosophy 
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of the profession is studied in the courses 
of training, coupled with some scheme of 
practical training. In one academic year, no 
library school can cover every aspect of pro- 
fessional knowledge, but if preparation for 
librarianship is visualized as not completed 
until about two years after admission to the 
profession, then the library school lays the 
professional foundation (building on the early 
foundation of school and university education), 
which is rounded out in the early years in the 
profession by the first employers. In other 
words, just as the medical student has to spend 
a period as houseman in a hospital before 
being allowed to practise and the teacher’s 
training includes practice teaching under 
guidance, so the entrant to library work must 
undergo training in the field. There are many 
different ways of doing this. But it should be 
strongly emphasised that the one year training 
is not complete without some scheme of 
practice work or field work or internship, or 
whatever else can be devised. 

At the University of Cape Town, besides 
laboratory work in subjects like cataloguing, 
classification, reference work and library ad- 
ministration, which take a certain number of 
hours regularly each week, every student has 
to put in a period of field work of one month: 
that is, work actually performed in libraries. 
This is usually divided into approximately 
three units: two of one week each and one of 
two weeks. Each student is assigned to at 
least two different types of libraries, e.g. a 
public library and a special library, or pre- 
ferably three types: public, special and uni- 


versity libraries. (There may of course be special . 


libraries within public libraries or university 
libraries, e.g. a medical or music library). 
During this period the student for practical 
purposes becomes a member of the library’s 
staff and the library in question is requested to 
treat him as such. The student must keep a 
diary of his activities day by day and write a 
report on his period of work. In addition to this 


field work, students are taken as a class or in 


groups to particular libraries or library branches 
(or other institutions, such as binderies or 
printing works) for observation, usually ac- 
companied by a lecturer. Again they have to 
submit a written report on their visit of 
observation, which is expected to be critical. 
Such reports are then graded and discussed by 
the lecturer and class. 
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The staff of our library school has been very 
conscious of the fact that this field work does 
not achieve all that it should: there is the 
difficulty of understaffed libraries and very 
busy librarians who cannot spare the time to 
give much instruction or supervision. On the 
other hand there is the danger of such student- 
labour being exploited by a library on a purely 
routine task or to clear up a muddle in a 
particular section. On the whole, however, 
students always seem to return from a period 
of field work, under keen librarians in a well- 
organized library, with greater enthusiasm for 
and interest in their profession, thereafter 
applying themselves with greater zest to their 
studies, because it has given point and purpose 
to the instruction they have received. 

The Library School would like to send its 
lecturers to libraries, when students are out on 
field work, to observe students in action, as 1s 
done for students in education by the lecturers 
concerned. This, however, is not always 
feasible with a small lecturing staff, owing to 
factors such as distance and expense. A more 
systematic scheme along these lines is planned 
for the near future, as we feel that field work 
and observation trips could be made a more 
purposeful and valuable part of the scheme of 
training. A most valuable feature as far as the 
library school is concerned, are the reports that 
librarians send in concerning each student, 
with a confidential appraisal of his or her 
suitability for library work, particular aptitudes 
and personality on the job. We find that li- 
brarians assess these students very accurately 
and their comments are a valuable check on our 
previous assessment of students and are of 
considerable value in placing students in posts 
_and writing reports on them to prospective 
employers. 

Field work is intended to supplement the 
teaching, by providing practical experience in 
the technical processes such as circulation, 
registration, filing, shelving and the more 
routine and clerical aspects of acquisition, 
reference work and cataloguing. The training 
in skills and techniques is then acquired on the 
job, while the library student concentrates on 


1 Lancour, Dr. H. “‘Training for librarianship in 
North America”’ (Library Association Record, v. 53, 
no. 9, pp. 280-84. Sept. 1951). 

2 Leigh, Dr. Robert D. Major problems in the 
education of librarians. New York, Columbia Uni- 
versity press, 1954. p. 9, 19. 


the problems of a wider nature, i.e. the whys 
and wherefores of such skills ;1 the library 
school tries to generalize and “‘professjonalize” 
library techniques,” by seeking the underlying 
principles. It remains true that the more the 
student is acquainted with library practice, the 
better he will profit from instruction in theory 
and principles. Professor Ernest Reece gives as 
his conclusion that “‘actual work remains indis- 
pensable. Even the most excellent formal 
professional discipline leaves a gap between 
itself and competency in performance’. It 
remains a recurring problem how much weight 
laboratory work and field work must carry in 
a library school curriculum, but what is certain 
is that it must consist of a judicious blend of a 
work-study character.* Of particular benefit to 
students is the opportunity to ascertain what 
type of library work they prefer and for students 
with only one type of experience to broaden 
their experience by gaining a knowledge of 
other types of libraries. I would stress then that 
field work must be purposive, planned, super- 
vised and be followed up by criticism and dis- 
cussion. Some overseas library schools to-day 
overcome this problem by insisting that 
students do this field work in their under- 
graduate years, before coming for a postgradu- 
ate course at the library school.® 


CURRICULA 


But it is time we turned our attention to the 
problem of the content of the library school 
curriculum. What should the library school 
teach ? What should be included ? What should 
be the balance between the various subjects ? 

Whatever type of library a student may one 
day have to work in, there is a common core of 
professional knowledge applicable to all types 
of libraries. This basic matter forms the 
content of curricula of most library schools, for 
at least half the course. Some schools allow 
some specialization after the first half-year. But 
in South Africa to-day library schools are not 
large enough to offer much specialization, even 
if it were advisable. Then too there are not a 


3 Reece, Ernest J. The task and training of librarians. 
New York, King’s Crown Press, 1949. p. 58. 

4 Leigh, op. cit. p. 22, 24-6, 32. 

5 Asheim, L. ‘Education for librarianship” (Li- 
brary Quarterly, v. 25, no. 1, p. 80-81, Jan. 1955). 

5 Leigh, op. cit. p. 93, 100. 
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sufficient number of openings in each type of 
library to make it possible for students to 
specialize at an early stage. Its desirability is 
debatable in any case, to be trained in only one 
type or aspect of library work may well be 
detrimental to the development of a proper 
professional outlook. If the instruction has been 
adequate, it should enable the student to adapt 
what he has learnt of general principles, com- 
mon to all librarianship, to any one particular 
type. Then too, students at the outset of their 
professional studies do not know enough to be 
able to select a field of specialization. Let me 
emphasize that by specialization of training 
I do not mean training for special librarianship, 
but the specialization, for example, for school 
and public or university library work or in 
cataloguing or reference work or adminis- 
tration.! 

To get a clear picture, let us sum up the 
position at library schools : graduates come there 
who have a broad general educational back- 
ground, plus maybe some subject specializa- 
tion ; they are then given a general training in 
principles of librarianship and possibly the 
opportunity for a little specialization in their 
subject fields. Prof. Reece has expressed the 
matter thus: “Improvement in the general 
education possessed by librarians was . . . even 
more necessary than the augmenting of their 
special knowledge as basic to further 
learning, and as aiding access to books in all 
fields, whatever the nature and conditions of 
the individual’s work.”? He then continues : 
“Librarians were desired who are expert in 
evaluating books, in mastering the content of 
books, and in making library collections mana- 
geable and accessible. There was demand also 
for high ability in ascertaining what readers 
and the users of libraries need, in providing 
information or materials that will satisfy them, 
in removing such impediments to the use of 
library resources as may exist within the clients 
themselves, and in guiding individuals and 
groups in the utilizing of books. Capacity in 
expression, in administration and in research 
likewise ... [These things] will require a pro- 
minent place in the preparation of librarians.’’? 

The body of knowledge with which library 
schools are then concerned is ‘“‘the subjects 


1 Asheim, op. cit. pp. 85-6. 
2 Reece, op. cit. p. 32. 

ibid. p. 43. 

‘ibid. p. 50. 


peculiarly relevant to practice in the field which 
they serve”’.4 That means in library work 
generally. Library school training is therefore 
based on the common core of professional 
knowledge which is basic to all library work. 
This common core of librarianship would 
consist of something like the following,° 
although some of these headings might figure 
under different names : 


The bibliography and the literature of the 
humanities, the social sciences and the 
natural sciences. 

Reference sources and services. 

Problems of cataloguing and classification. 

Readers and reading. 

Communication — mass media, audio-visual 
materials, etc. 

Research: the methods of research and 
investigation. 


In these ‘‘core’’ courses, the lecturers would 
deal with such matters as the function of the 
library in society ; the characteristics of social 
institutions and the library as a social institu- 
tion ; the library’s role in the community ; the 
social problems and trends of to-day and how 
these affect libraries, the characteristics of a 
profession, the code of ethics, philosophy and 
intellectual content of professions, librarianship 
as a profession and the librarian as a professional 
worker. They would also deal with administra- 
tive problems of organizing libraries ; personnel 
management, planning the housing and finan- 
cing of libraries, and their public relations 
and general organization. Great emphasis 
would be laid on books and other materials 
which are concerned in the distribution of 
knowledge ; and in connection with such ma- 
terials the problems of their selection and 
acquisition. Then the problems of organizing 
them in order to provide service to groups and 
to individuals — the nature of different types of 
service by means of different types of materials 
for various kinds of readers in many divergent 
fields and to meet varying demands. A great 
deal of stress needs to be laid on service to 
readers, how to organize materials for service, 
how to adapt service to the nature of the user 
and his requirements, which means identifying 


5 Shores, Dr. Louis. ‘“The education of an Ame- 
rican librarian” (Library Association Record, v. 55 
no. 2, pp. 37-8, Feb. 1953). 
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who the readers are and investigating what 
their needs are. The role of the library in rela- 
tion to adult education will receive full attention. 

Besides the ‘‘core’’ curriculum, in the se- 
cond part of the course there are certain subjects 
from which the student selects a few for 
further study : that is, he is given the opportu- 
nity for a small measure of professional speciali- 
zation in those fields in which he has become 
interested, through his earlier lectures, reading, 
study and field work. He may specialize by 
type of library or by aspect of organization or 
service, for example, in public libraries or 
children’s work, in cataloguing for scholarly 
libraries, or work with government publica- 
tions, or with periodicals, or in a reference 
department. 

Care has to be taken not to overload the one 
year professional course : that has always been 
our problem at the University of Cape Town 
Library School - to avoid the temptation of 
trying to teach the whole body of professional 
knowledge in one year. As it is, our Library 
School year is a month longer than the acade- 
mic year, yet every year we realize afresh that 
the course is a very full one. It is not an easy 
problem to solve ; on the one hand to give a 
student mastery of a sufficient body of profes- 
sional knowledge to enable him to start out on 
his professional career creditably, while at the 
same time arousing his interest in his profes- 
sion and whetting his appetite for further self 
development by making him familiar with the 
sources on which to draw. 

At the present stage of library development, 
I do not think we are justified in demanding 
more than one year of library school training. 
We want research into problems of librarian- 
ship, but in my view advanced students will 
derive greater benefit from pursuing such 
studies overseas, although taking South African 
library problems for their field of research. 
There are many pros and cons to this con- 
tentious subject, but until our library schools 
have larger staffs and provide better facilities, 
we cannot offer comparable opportunities to 
the major library schools overseas. 


TRAINING FOR THE MATRICULANT 
Up to this point the one-year post-graduate 


course only has been dealt with, as if all 
librarians are to be given a four-year university 


training. But libraries need another type of 
assistant too, who knows more than the average 
matriculant and who has mastery of basic 
techniques. The University of Cape Town has 
been offering such an elementary course for 
some years now: students taking the course 
have been “exposed” to the university at- 
mosphere for one post-matriculation year dur- 
ing which their general knowledge and ac- 
quaintance with books are systematically built 
up. They are given a professional outlook and 
taught the basic procedures. These students 
are intended as junior assistants in large lib- 
raries or as librarians in small libraries. The 
extent to which they develop in the year at the 
library school is very noticeable and year after 
year that has occurred. Several students have 
become so interested that they have continued 
with studies for a degree, as well as for further 
professional qualifications (for example, those 
of the South African Library Association). On 
the whole the libraries employing them find 
them very useful. In other words, experience 
has proved that there is room in libraries for 
various types of employees: they could be 
called the “‘middle class” assistant, roughly 
equivalent to those training up to the South 
African Library Association’s Intermediate exa- 
mination. But they have had a far wider course 
in books and a better acquaintance with a large 
variety of professional procedures. 


TEACHING STAFF 


I want now to turn to the problem of the 
lecturing staff in library schools. This is a most 
difficult problem at the moment in South 
Africa — to find lecturers who have sufficient 
library experience, academic background, pro- 
fessional standing, teaching ability and interest 
in research, to be attracted to library schools 
at the salaries available. The Cape Town Lib- 
rary School has two full-time lecturers as well 
as a number of part-time lecturers. To fill these 
posts with competent persons has not been 
easy, when to the above qualifications are 
added bilingualism and suitable personality, 
that is, persons who command the respect of 
the profession. 

Because several new library schools are now 
being established, this problem of finding 
suitable teaching staff is likely to be the biggest 
headache. Overseas library schools generally 
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stipulate that a lecturer should have had ex- 
perience of not less than five years’ duration in 
at least two types of libraries. To find several 
such persons at our present stage of library 
development and in the face of the present 
scarcity of experienced and qualified librarians, 
is a knotty problem, for which there is no 
ready-made solution. A further problem which 
the lecturing staff has to face is that of not 
losing touch with the library field. Lecturers 
need renewed and frequent contact with the 
realities of the practice of librarianship, in 
order to make their teaching effective. Should 
lecturers return to do actual library work, say 
every five years, for short periods in different 
types of libraries or should they embark on 
frequent observation trips with a definite object 
in mind or attend refresher courses at frequent 
intervals ? 

These are problems which can only be 
mentioned, but cannot here be dealt with in 
detail, still less can easy solutions be offered. 
The time will come when the profession will 
expect library school staffs to have had ad- 
vanced training in the professional field, but 
in selecting lecturers the aim should be to try to 
find lecturers who really can teach, who will 
be prepared to undertake the study necessary 
to keep abreast of professional development 
and who command the respect of the profes- 
sion. The success or otherwise of library schools 
in South Africa is going to depend on the 
calibre of the lecturers we recruit and on 
their standing will depend the value ultimately 
accorded our professional training. 


QUALITY OF RECRUITS 


One or two other factors which have a bearing 
on library schools should be mentioned : the 
first is the general feeling that South African 
graduates are inadequately equipped for profes- 
sional study. Some universities are therefore 
to-day considering the introduction of a pre- 
university year, which will lengthen the period 
spent at the university from three to four 
years, before professional training is under- 
taken. Other universities are considering the 
introduction of special university entrance exa- 
minations, still others the provision of intensive 
tutorial supervision (not cramming for examina- 
tions) during the undergraduate years, parti- 
cularly in methods of study. The recent 


introduction of the B. A. Hons. and B.Sc.Hons 
courses and other honours degrees is another 
indication of the likelihood of a longer period 
of university education. Library schools should 
watch these academic trends closely, as they 
may affect the kind of students we get in library 
schools and the standard of the courses given. 


EQUIPMENT REQUIRED 


A library school must have as large a body 
of professional literature as possible, books as 
well as journals and even films and filmstrips. 
The latter are extremely useful as aids in teach- 
ing. Libraries of professional publications need 
to be organized in our library schools, as there 
is no real library of this nature yet in South 
Africa. Collections of professional literature do 
exist, but librarians to develop and service these 
collections are still lacking, while the collections 
themselves generally consist of the books on 
librarianship published in Britain, the United 
States, the Netherlands and Germany, with 
some of the better-known journals, mainly in 
English. 

A library school must also have access to a 
very large body of reference books and biblio- 
graphic works which students can use. These 
need to be in most of the fields of knowledge 
and in various European languages. 

A library school needs a clerical assistant to 
cope with the typing, duplicating, filing and 
maintenance of records of various kinds. The 
Cape Town School has a half-time clerical 
worker who also acts as librarian of the profes- 
sional library of the Library School, but this is 
not adequate. The Library School has to 
compete with all the other professional schools 
in the University — Architecture, Education, 
Social work, etc. There should be a full-time 
librarian as well as a clerical worker for the 
Library School, but so far our School has not 
succeeded in getting such posts approved. The 
maintenance of information files, organizing 
non-book materials, systematizing the collection 
of reports and publications of libraries, besides 
collecting all the publications produced by 
library schools, cataloguing additions to stock 
and dealing with fifty to a hundred profes- 
sional journals, is no small matter if it is to be 
done adequately. Booklists issued by libraries, 
descriptions of services offered by libraries, 
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library forms and other publications need to 
be acquired for demonstration and as examples 
in teaching by the comparative method. 


TRAINING METHODS 


Nothing has been said about training methods 
in this paper, a subject on which several theses 
can be written, but it should be stressed that 
the teaching of book-content courses is extre- 
mely difficult. Book selection, reference books, 
bibliography of the sciences, etc., should not 
be taught by expecting the student to memorise 
long lists of titles. Various ways of overcoming 
the inherent difficulties of this subject have been 
tried out, but library schools should be careful 
to maintain the academic status of their curri- 
cula and to abstain from employing glorified 
high school methods, which kill the interest of 
the student in his future profession and from 
which he derives little lasting benefit beyond 
passing examinations. 


CONCLUSION 


I have attempted to sketch some of the pro- 
blems in education for librarianship and to 
draw attention to some of the difficulties in 
organizing library schools. I want to repeat 
that I welcome the establishment of more li- 
brary schools, as I think the time is ripe for 
them in South Africa. But my own experience 
of running a Library School for the last six- 
teen years, together with my personal experi- 
ence and observation of overseas library schools 
in various countries, has convinced me that 
running a library school is no easy matter of 
merely spoonfeeding students. 

The following statement is peculiarly appli- 
cable to education for librarianship : ‘Ideals 
like the stars can never be reached. But we 
use them to chart our course.’! Library 
schools should keep this objective in front of 
them in their task of preparing the librarians 
of the future. 


1 Education for professional responsibility. Pittsburgh, Carnegie Institute of Technology, 1948. p. 11. 


COURSE IN SPECIAL LIBRARY 
WORK 


The Special Libraries Section of the Southern 
Transvaal Branch of the S.A.L.A. recently held a 
course of lectures designed to help new entrants to 
special library work. The following very successful 
series of lectures were given : 


(1) The handling of press cuttings, by Mr. Lloyd 
(then Librarian of the S.A.R. Reference Li- 
brary, Johannesburg). 

(2) Administration, by Miss M. W. Whiteley of 
the Johannesburg Public Library. 

(3) Cataloguing, by Mr. I. Isaacson, Deputy- 
Librarian, University of the Witwatersrand. 
(4) Binding from the Librarian’s point of view, by 

Miss A. C. Dick, of the Witwatersrand Medical 


Library. 

(5) Inter-Library Loans, by Miss L. Percival of 
the State Library. 

(6) Sources of Information, by Miss H. Mews of 
the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research. 


Where possible a separate meeting for discussion 
followed the lecture giving members an opportunity 
ot ask questions and make suggestions. 


UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES OF SOUTH AFRICA: 
DECLARATION OF POLICY? 


1. UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES form part of a lib- 
rary system serving general research and 
scholarship. Although they are attached 
to independent institutions, each renders 
services reaching far beyond its own Uni- 
versity and constitutes part of the general 
documentation service of the country. 

The collections of books and other docu- 
mentary material brought together in the 
University Libraries represent potentially 
the most important single real intellectual 
asset possessed by the Universities and the 
intellectual and cultural spheres in general, 
in this country. It can, however, be utilized 
to the fullest extent only if the collections 
are properly built up, organized, and made 
available under the supervision of a quali- 
fied staff. 


2. A University Library should serve 


a. as an aid in teaching and in the mould- 
ing of young students into scholars 
and professional people : 


. as an instrumental aid in the service 
of every kind of intellectual activity, 
by making available the documentary 
material by means of which in the 
humanities nearly all, and in the 
sciences a large proportion of re- 
search is done ; 


c. as a medium of cultural development 
and moulding. 


. In order to attain these ends, the Univer- 
sity Library must satisfy the following 
requirements : 


a. Staff 


(1) The Library should be served by a 
staff 


(i) of which the professional mem- 
bers possess high academic, 
professional and __ personality 
qualifications ; and 


1 Based on the South African Library Association’s 
Memorandum to the Universities Finances Com- 
mission, 1951. 


(ii) on which these members 


enjoy academic status and 
salary commensurate with such 
qualifications ; 


(iii) that is adequate numerically ; 
(iv) that is properly balanced as 


regards the proportion of pro- 
fessional and clerical members. 


(2) The staff should be made up of 


I. 
(a) 


the following categories : 


Professional Staff 
Librarians (Professional Lib- 
rary Staff) i.e. fully trained 
library workers with at least 
a B.A. degree but preferably 
higher academic qualifications : 
University Librarian 
Deputy University Librarian 
Librarian [Heads of Depart- 
ments] 
Library Assistants with full 
or partial professional quali- 
fications. 


. Clerical Staff 


Clerical Assistants 

Minimum qualifications : Senior 
Certificate with, where neces- 
sary, certificates in shorthand 
and type-writing and/or book- 
keeping ; this includes shelvers. 
Technical Assistants: Binders, 
photographers, etc. 


The size of the collection and 
services rendered by the Lib- 
rary determine more or less 
readily the size of the profes- 
sional Library Staff. Even the 
smallest of the South African 
University Libraries is large 
enough to justify at least two 
Heads of Departments be- 
sides the University Libra- 
rian. 


Considering their qualifications 
and the nature of their work, 
the professional library staff 
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should rank with the academic 
staff of the University. 


b. Content 
The Library must 


(i) 


(ii) 


(iii) 


(iv) 


acquire all works that are 
needed for the training of 
students in the different facul- 
ties, where necessary provi- 
ding more than one copy; 
collect the most important 
literature and documentary 
material (such as monographs, 
serial publications, yearbooks, 
manuals, encyclopaedias, re- 
ports and other source mate- 
rial) as extensively as possibly, 
laying emphasis on material 
for special research projects 
that may be in progress at 
the institution concerned; 
make available the spiritual 
background of world culture 
as expressed in written re- 
cords ; 

provide the necessary docu- 
mentation apparatus, — comp- 
rising a professionally compiled 
catalogue, bibliographies, read- 
ing lists, indexes, abstracts, 
etc. — to make the material re- 
ferred to above accessible. 


c. Housing and equipment 


(i) 


(ii) 


The Library must be housed in a 
building or buildings that allow 
adequate space for 
1. the collection of books ; 
2. the use of these books by stu- 
dents and research workers ; 
3. the acquisition and proces- 
sing of the stock and the 
proper carrying out of lib- 
rary services by the staff. 
The Library must have at 
its disposal all the furniture 
and apparatus necessary for 
the work of the staff and the 
carrying out of its services, 
including, where necessary, 
photographic equipment and 
microreaders. 


d. Expansion 
As far as their stock is concerned, 
University Libraries should keep pace 
with the advancement of knowledge 
and the expansion of the activities 
of their particular Universities. The 
Universities should therefore be pre- 
pared to make provision in their 
budgets for 


(i) regular systematic in- 
crease of the allocation for the 
acquisition and binding of 
books and periodicals ; 

(it) erection and expansion of lib- 
rary buildings ; 

(iii) the creation of new posts on 
the library staff, and the adjust-’ 
ment of salaries to increased 
cost-of-living. 


4. The University Libraries must strive for 
the most complete co-operation possible 
with 


a. the academic staff, regarding know- 
ledge and understanding of, firstly, 
the objectives and syllabi of the courses 
of study and research projects, and, 
secondly, the material needed and the 
most effective way of making this 
material available, inter alia by means 


of mutual agreements in the field of 
(b) below ; 


b. public and scientific libraries, and 
especially other University Libraries 
with regard to 


(i) a system of co-operative acqui- 
sition aiming at the building 
up of the richest total book- 
stock possible, and the most 
effective expenditure of avail- 
able funds; with this goes 

(ii) free availability, under guaran- 
tee, of the facilities of the 
different University Libraries 
to the teaching staff, students 
and research workers of other 
institutions, whether by means 
of personal visits, inter-library 
loans or the provision of 
microcopies. 


LIBRARIANS TAKE STOCK: 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL LIBRARIES? 


SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES in South Africa have a 
long tradition of listening to librarians talk 
about library problems, for it was as long ago 
as 1903, at the first meeting of the South 
African Association for the Advancement of 
Science in Cape Town, that they listened to 
Bertram L. Dyer, then Librarian of Kimberley, 
speak on ““The Public Library Systems of Great 
Britain, America, and South Africa’. It was 
also under the auspices of S2A3? that the 
first conference of librarians and those interes- 
ted in libraries in South Africa was held 
on 5th April, 1904, in Johannesburg. 

In 1903 Mr. Dyer had nothing to say about 
scientific and technical libraries, but South 
African industrial development has come a 
long way from what we might call those 
Kimberley days, and to-night, in this newer 
industrial city, we librarians propose to take 
stock of the present state of scientific and tech- 
nical libraries, as this morning we took stock 
of public libraries in the Union. 

For our present purpose I am taking scienti- 
fic and technical libraries to mean in the main 
those libraries of special interest to industria- 
lists, both those which contain publications 
on the pure sciences on which industries are 
based, and those which contain more specifi- 
cally technical materiai that may solve day- 
to-day problems in the factory. To make our 
survey of the national picture more nearly 
complete I propose to say a little about medical 
libraries and agricultural libraries in South 
Africa but the main part of our attention will 
be directed to the types of library of parti- 
cular interest to an industrial city. 


1 Public lecture delivered at the South African 
Library Association Annual Conference in Port 
Elizabeth, 20th September, 1955. 

2 Accepted abbreviation for South African Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Science. 


by 
Hazet Mews, M.A., F.L.A. 


Principal Information Officer in charge of the Library and Information Division, 
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research, Pretoria. 


GOVERNMENT LIBRARIES 


If we look back to the beginnings of scienti- 
fic library provision in this new country we 
find that, naturally enough, it was the sciences 
of bread-and-butter interest that received 
first attention. Agriculture, geology, medicine, 
mining engineering and railway engineering, 
all presented their own particular daily pro- 
blems for the solution of which some kinds 
of collections of books and journals were 
necessary. Libraries in the relevant Govern- 
ment departments were gradually built up. 
One of the most basic departments, of course, 
was the Department of Agriculture. It is 
difficult to determine the birthdate of this 
library ; it grew gradually from very small 
beginnings and the central library in Pretoria 
has books that belonged to the Department of 
Agriculture of the South African Republic ; 
when the new Union Department moved 
into the Union Buildings there were already 
the beginnings of a library, and this library 
served not only agriculture but also other 
departments in the Union Buildings at that 
time and was known as the Union Buildings 
Library. With the libraries of the Depart- 
ment’s divisions (such as Botany, Chemical 
Services, Veterinary Services, etc.) and of its 
institutions (such as the Western Province 


Fruit Research Station) it now provides a 


coverage of the whole country and of all 
aspects of agricultural science. As long ago 
as World War I the farmers in this country 
were given a service from this Library. For 
about the last two years it has had a regional 
library system, the central library in Pretoria 
dealing with all purchases, accounts, cata- 
loguing, classification, etc. and the regional 
libraries serving their own areas, which are 
not strictly Provincial but agricultural areas. 
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I do not propose to mention the other 
government libraries in any detail, but their 
services are, of course, steadily available in 
the background and are co-ordinated by 
Mr. S. J. Kritzinger, Chief Librarian of the 
Government Service. 


MEDICAL LIBRARIES 


The problem of library provision for the 
medical practitioner not attached to any 
research institution or medical school has a 
special interest. In an article in the S.A. 
medical journal for 1oth August, 1935 the 
formation of a Central Medical Library was 
urged. The Federal Council of the S.A. 
Medical Association, however, decided not to 
set up a new central medical library but to 
give grants to the Medical School Libraries 
in Johannesburg and Cape Town so that 
they should serve the practitioners resident 
in the surrounding areas. In practice, the library 
of the University of the Witwatersrand 
Medical School (given the more inclusive 
name of the Witwatersrand Medical Library) 
which can also call on the resources of its 
neighbour, the Library of the S.A. Institute 
for Medical Research, serves the Transvaal 
and Natal, while the Medical School Library 
at Mowbray serves the Orange Free State 
and the Cape Province. 


UNIVERSITY AND PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 


The South African university libraries 
have also during the years built up collections 
of books and journals, particularly in the 
fields of the pure sciences and engineering, 
and in some cases they have been the reci- 
pients of the sets of exchange journals received 
by some of the scientific societies. 

Last, but by no means least, the scientific 
and technical collections of our Public Libra- 
ries must come into the picture, particularly 
those of the Johannesburg Public Library. 
The Seymour collection formed the basis of 
the Johannesburg collection, but the City of 
Johannesburg has expanded this in a way 
quite beyond the scope of the original endow- 
ment. The Johannesburg collection is, of 
course, particularly rich in geology and mining 


engineering, but industrial technology has 
not been neglected and the Library’s set of 
full British Patent specifications is absolutely 
invaluable to South African industrialists. 


POST-WAR DEVELOPMENTS 


It was, ‘however, the impetus given to 
industrial development in this country by 
World War II which brought to the fore the 
need for scientific and technical libraries on 
a greater scale than had been provided in the 
past. 

Both Mr. S. B. Asher, formerly Librarian 
of the Johannesburg Public Library, and 
Mr. Percy Freer, then Librarian of the Uni- 
versity of the Witwatersrand, spoke of the 
needs of science and industry in this country 
during those war years. In 1941 Mr. Asher 
in a presidential address to Section F of 
S2A3, advocated a regional approach to the 
problem. He said : 


“The majority of the South African 
manufacturing industries are established 
in five municipal areas or in their vicinity, 
namely Cape Town, Pretoria, Johannesburg, 
Durban and Port Elizabeth, where com- 
munications, power and water supplies 
are now well developed and labour is readily 
obtainable. As all new industries will re- 
quire the same facilities, it is reasonable to 
assume that these centres will remain the 
chief seats of industry in the Union. The 
population of these five centres was found in 
the 1936 census to be 654,500 or just over 
50 per cent. of the urban population of 
the Union, and an increase of this percen- 
tage will probably be shown in this year’s 
census. In view of the concentration of 
industries in these areas and in their vici- 
nity, in all probability 75 to 80 per cent. 
or more of the total demand for industrial 
knowledge could be adequately dealt with 
by properly equipped libraries in these 
centres.’’! 


And again in 1943 he said : 


“Tf this country is not to fail in the struggle 
for preference in the world markets for the 
products of its new industries, with all 


' Asher, S.B. “South African public libraries” 


(South African journal of science, vol. XXXVIII, Jan. 
1942, pp. 112-132). 
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that this implies for our national life and 
civilization, industry must not only have 
the assistance of a fully equipped research 
staff, but must be supplied with a multitude 
of skilled workers adequately equipped by 
purposive technical training and provided 
with ready and convenient access and com- 
petent personal guidance to the fullest 
information on every detail of their work. 
Both conditions are indispensable for in- 
dustrial success.’ 


Mr. Freer, in his Presidential Address to 
Section F of S2A3 in 1943 adopted a some- 
what different view of the needs of the country, 
saying : 


“It was one of Mr. Asher’s contentions 
that the distribution of South African 
industries should influence, if not decide 
the location of their relevant _litera- 
tures. In this connexion Durban, e.g. 
might assume greater importance than 
Pietermaritzburg. Then, too, a strong case 
could be made out for the continuance 
and further development of the special 
libraries, even when in close proximity 
to large general ones, e.g. Sugar at Mount 
Edgecombe, Botany at the Division of 
Plant Industry, Paper at Enstra, Veteri- 
nary Science at Onderstepoort, and so on. 
Though unity is strength it ill behoves me 
to advocate putting all our eggs into one 
basket. But please see that the special 
libraries do strictly confine their collecting 
to the subject in hand, and not take all 
knowledge for their province. The develop- 
ment of a Central Science Library would 
free them to aim at completeness within 
their proper spheres.””? 


CENTRAL DEVELOPMENTS 


The steps that have been taken so far to 
provide the necessary library services have 
been rather in the direction indicated by 
Mr. Freer than that pointed out by Mr. 
Asher. In 1942 the Industrial Development 


Asher, S.B. “Needs of science and industry” 
(South African libraries, vol. II, no. 3, Jan., 1944, 
pp. 49-50). 

* Freer, Percy. ‘Libraries and science” (South 
on journal of science, vol. XL, Nov. 1943, pp. 


Corporation, formed to encourage sound 
industrial expansion in this country, set up 
a small technical information bureau, and in 
1946 the newly formed Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research in Pretoria set up a 
Library and Information Division whose 
function from the earliest days was that of a 
central scientific library lending to institu- 
tions and individuals all over Southern Africa 
and distributing its monthly annotated list 
of accessions to a very wide public indeed. 
The provision of scientific and _ technical 
information services was further expanded 
by the creation of research institutions for 
certain industries (e.g. leather, fishing, wattle, 
sugar, technology, wool textiles) each of which 
have set up their own special libraries to serve 
their members within the industry. 

Some of the larger industrial firms like 
African Explosives, the Aluminium Company 
of South Africa, General Motors, have, like the 
Johannesburg Mining Houses, organized their 
own libraries to serve their own technical 
staffs. 

This is not the place to give a complete 
list of the growing number of South African 
special libraries in our field, they are, of 
course, listed in the Directory of scientific, 
technical and medical libraries which Miss 
Krige and I edited for this Association in 
1949, and which has now been incorporated 
in the more complete directory covering the 
whole of Southern Africa and issued by the 
Scientific Council for Africa South of the 
Sahara. Full details of the research organiza- 
tions, excluding their libraries (which may 
however be presumed to cover the same 
fields), are to be found in the Directory of 
scientific research organizations in the Union 
of South Africa compiled by the C.S.I.R. 
Liaison Division (Pretoria, Van Schaik, 1955). 

Many of these libraries issue library bulle- 
tins, or technical press reviews, or informa- 
tion leaflets, examples being the Library 
extracts issued monthly by the Electricity 
Supply Commission in Johannesburg and the 
F.I.R.I. literature summary issued by the 
Fishing Industry Research Institute in Cape 
Town. 


REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS 


There have, however, been some develop- 
ments on the regional lines advocated by 
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Mr. Asher for this very large country of 
ours. The co-operation of the Johannesburg 
Public Library with the Witwatersrand Uni- 
versity Library, including a daily messenger 
‘service between them, has for years provided 
in Johannesburg what has been acknowledged 
to be one of the best library services to scien- 
tists and industrialists in this country. The 
Librarian of the new City Library Service of 
Cape Town, Mr. Hood, plans soon to open 
a new central branch in Long Street which 
will specialize to a considerable extent in 
technical books and which has taken over all 
the periodicals received by the technical 
branches of the Cape Town City Council. The 
resources of the South African Public Library 
and of the Cape Town University Library 
have, of course, been available for a long time. 
Natal is turning its attention to these problems 
and here in Port Elizabeth, I believe, you 
have also given them a good deal of thought 
during recent years. The new industrial 
areas of the Free State will also need to be 
brought into this overall picture. 


MICROFILMS, MICROCARDS, 
PUNCHED CARDS 


In addition to the traditional stock-in- 
trade of libraries— books, pamphlets and 
journals - any modern scientific library needs 
some of the modern apparatus of photo- 
graphic services, microfilm readers, micro- 
card readers, punched cards systems, either 
in its own possession or available elsewhere. 
This country is not ill provided with such 
services ; Cape Town is particularly fortunately 
in having the Photographic Department of 
the University of Cape Town Library near 
at hand. A list of Photographic service points 
in libraries, archives and museums in South 
Africa, compiled by Dr. Otto Spohr, was 
issued by the University of Cape Town libra- 
ries in 1949, superseding the C.S.ILR.’s 
earlier Microfilm for the South African scientist ; 
it already needs revision. Microfilm readers 
are now quite common in South African 
libraries of this type. I do not propose, how- 
ever, to say very much about these modern 
aids to research now because such talk tends 
to raise false hopes in the listener not closely 
acquainted with their limitations; he is in- 
clined to think these machines will solve all 
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our problems in one glorious swoop instead 
of each having a definite but limited function 
in a concerted attack on the difficulties before 
us. A good deal of research is needed on the 
actual part that can be played by some of 
the more spectacular electronically operated 
punched card devices and I think we should 
prudently wait until countries with greater 
resources than ours have come to more defi- 
nite conclusions about them. Smaller systems 
operated by knitting needles are to be found 
in various South African institutions already ; 
the C.S.I.R.’s Amoebiasis research unit in 
Natal has one, for instance, covering its own 
highly specialized field. 


PERIODICALS 


It is, however, quite impossible to skirt 
in a similar way round the subject of periodi- 
cals, the life-blood of scientific research ; 
this problem we must face. 

Questions about the extent of the availa- 
bility of scientific journals in South Africa 
were evidently asked quite early, for in 1912 
the South African Public Library in Cape 
Town published a Catalogue of the serial 
publications possessed by the Geological Com- 
mission of the Cape Colony, the Royal Obser- 
vatory, the Royal Society of South Africa, 
the South African Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, the South African Museum and 
the South African Public Library, etc. This was 
succeeded in 1917 by a Cape Peninsular list 
of serials and in 1921 by the first issue of 
“Lloyd’s List” (Lloyd, A.C.G., comp. List of 
the serial publications available for consulta- 
tion in the libraries and scientific institutions 
of the Union of South Africa) ; a revised issue 
appeared in 1927. Mr. Percy Freer, who col- 
laborated with Mr. Lloyd in the 1927 list, 
compiled in 1943 volume one (science and 
technology) of the Catalogue of Union Periodt- 
cals, usually called ‘“‘Freer’s List”, with two 
subsequent supplements issued in 1949 and 
1953. The 1943 volume of Freer’s list was 
subsidized by the National Research Council 
and National Research Board while the 1949 
and 1953 volumes were subsidized by the 
successor of these two bodies on the scienti- 
fic side, the Council for Scientific and Indust- 
rial Research. The Association of Scienti- 
fic and Technical Societies in Johannesburg 
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also gave tangible evidence of its interest 
in the project by a grant of £100 in 1943. 
At the beginning of 1955 the C.S.I.R. library 
and Information Division took over from the 
University of the Witwatersrand the cards 
for the science and technology sections of 
Freer’s list and is at the moment rearranging 
them alphabetically by titles. 

The Catalogue of Union Periodicals has 
been an indispensable tool for locating sets 
of periodicals in South Africa and the debt 
we owe to Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Freer cannot 
easily be assessed. 

Not all libraries, of course, are willing to 
lend their genuinely precious journals to 
other institutions, particularly current and 
unbound numbers, but with the photo- 
graphic services available it is usually possible to 
get a single copy of an article in an unborrow- 
able journal made at a reasonable cost. The 
extreme caution that had to be exercised in 
the early days of photographic copying has 
been greatly lessened by the Royal Society’s 
lending its great prestige to the Royal Fair 
Copying Declaration, which most leading 
journal publishers have signed. 

Although the position of journal holdings 
in South Africa is better than it was in 1943 
when Mr. Freer calculated that, of the 15,000 
scientific journals generally acknowledged to 
be of international importance, only 6,000 
titles were received in the Union. But there 
is still no evidence of Professor Hutton’s 
proposed Society for the Suppression of 
Redundant Periodicals, and it is often found 
that a particular article needed is published 
in a journal not held anywhere in the Union. 
Since 1947 the C.S.I.R. Library has organized 
a service to obtain single photographic copies 
of such articles through the Council’s Liaison 
offices in London and Washington, which 
have at their elbows the great collections of 
Britain and the United States. Medical men 
usually prefer to obtain photographic copies 
directly from the Royal Society of Medicine 
in London or the Armed Forces Medical 
Library in Washington, whose services are 
well-known to them. 


ABSTRACTING 


_ From ordinary journals to abstracting 
journals, the keys to their contents, is an 
obvious step. In 1943 S2A3 was told that of 


the 300 abstracting journals already existing, 
South Africa only possessed 41 of them; 
the position is rather better now how- 
ever, for the C.S.I.R. alone receives about 
200 such journals and recently issued a classi- 
fied and annotated list of them, designed 
mainly to let individual scientists and industria- 
lits know how many such helps to their work 
already exist. The cost of producing such 
journals is enormous and steadily increasing : 
the American Chemical Society recently 
calculated that the total cost of their Chemical 
Abstracts in 1948 was $405,142, and in 1955 
$1,117,760. These figures show, perhaps, 
why so many ambitious projects in the abstract- 
ing field have come to grief, and why con- 
ference after conference has been called 
at international levels to prevent overlapping 
and wastage in abstracting. 

There have been many attempts at abstrac- 
ting on a national basis, but the difficulties 
are obvious, especially when it is remembered 
that most scientists in South Africa, for 
example, prefer to have their work published 
in the standard overseas journals, so that an 
abstracting service including these would 
again overlap with existing services. Science 
being an international pursuit, such sub- 
division seems. to introduce other considera- 
tions than the purely scientific. In 1950 the 
C.S.L.R., at the request of the Union Depart- 
ment of Education, Arts and Science (Unesco 
section) called a meeting representing inter- 
ested bodies to discuss the suggestion that 
South Africa should set up a national abstra- 
cting service. This Committee discussed the 
question at some length and decided that 
it felt it was “not necessary to set up a sepa- 
rate committee to organize science abstracting 
in South Africa as our needs are sufficiently 
well served by existing abstracting services’’. 
The existing abstracting services referred to 
were, of course, the standard overseas ones 
mentioned above, and for South Africa 
itself the most useful Index to South African 
periodicals compiled annually since 1940 by 
the Johannesburg Public Library with cumu- 
lative volumes for 1940-1949. 

The case for a science that has a largely 
topographical basis 1s, of course, a little diffe- 
rent from say, physics, and chemistry, and the 
geologists have always found a regional ap- 
proach to their work of special value. In 
1897 the Cape Geological Survey issued a 
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Bibliography compiled by H. P. Saunders, 
and A. L. Hall’s Bibliography of South African 
geology is very well known. It is not surpri- 
sing, therefore, that the Geological survey 
compiles an annual stencilled publication 
giving Abstracts of papers on South African 
Geology. The Weather Bureau also issues a 
bibliography on regional lines, the volume 
covering Southern Africa from 1486-1948 
having appeared in 1950. 

The published work of the scientists in 
the Union’s national laboratories whether 
printed in overseas or local journals 1s abstrac- 
ted in the quarterly C.S.J.R. Research Review ; 
the abstracts used there are normally the 
author’s summaries. 


TRANSLATION 


The scientist who, for example, has obtained 
a photographic copy of a promising article 
from an overseas journal and who finds some- 
times to his surprise and horror, that, although 
the abstract was in English, the text is in 
Japanese, is in difficulties. It was with such si- 
tuations in mind that the C.S.I.R. drew up its 
Panel of Translators on the same model as the 
Aslib panel ; this is a list of people who offer 
their services as translators from languages 
other than the two official languages of the 
Union; those wishing to have their names 
included on the Panel were told that scienti- 
fic and technical qualifications were highly 
desirable in addition to language qualifica- 
tions, particularly in the more usual languages 
like French and German. 

There is, of course, a great deal of transla- 
tion already going on in scientific circles, 
particularly in England and America. Each 
Commonwealth country has, at its central 
scientific information centre, a copy of the 
Commonwealth Index of Translations which 
is a record (on cards) of translations already 
made for co-operating institutions (mainly 
in Britain). A copy of such a translation 
can usually be purchased. All requests for 
translations received by the C.S.I.R. Library 
are first checked against this Commonwealth 
Index. 


THESES AND CURRENT RESEARCH 


For information about scientific work re- 
corded in theses presented at South African 
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universities, we have Mr. Lewin Robinson’s 
Catalogue of theses and dissertations accepted 
for degrees by the South African universities, 
1918-1941. I believe a continuation of this 
is under consideration by the universities. 
Research work at the universities not yet 
published but actually in progress is covered 
by the C.S.I.R.’s annual Register of current 
scientific research at South African universities. 
The scope of research work at present in 
progress at research institutions is outlined 
in the Directory of scientific research organiza- 
tions in the Union of South Africa mentioned 
above ; this includes the work of the C.S.I.R.’s 
medical research units located at hospitals 
and other medical institutions. 


PATENTS AND STANDARDS 


We now have the weekly South African 

Patent journal, which includes trade marks 
and designs, and was first issued in 1948 
under the title Official journal of patents, 
trade marks, design and copyright. 

The South African Patent Office facilities 
however, have still a long way to develop. 
In this connexion it is interesting to turn 
aside for a few moments from our pre-occupa- 
tion with the South African scene and hear 
that the British Patent Office is experimentally 
using punched cards for searching patents 
in the classes for Radio Navigation, Radio 
Location and Radio Aerials and for Electric 
impedance networks. The Librarian of the 
British Patent Office considers that ‘current 
specifications represent the hard core of 
current industrial development”. He says: 


“This weekly output of invention is placed 
on the public tables in the Patent Office 
Library regularly and the Library is be- 
sieged by an eager crowd hungering and 
thirsting for technical information. On the 
first day of publication, and for several 
succeeding days, this weekly batch of new 
ideas is combed and recombed by patent 
agents and up-to-the-minute industrial in- 
formation officers.’’! 


But this stimulating scene is 6,000 miles 
away, and we must return to South Africa. 


1Gravell, F.W. “Information, the father of 
invention : the advancement of librarian-technician 
relationships” (Library Association record, v. 57, 
no. 7, pp. 247-253, July, 1955). 
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For the sake of completeness we should at 
this stage, perhaps, mention again the in- 
valuable set of British Patent specifications 
at the Johannesburg Public Library. 

South African standard specifications are 
listed each month in the bulletin issued by 
the S. A. Bureau of Standards, the South 
African standards bulletin. 


NATIONAL COMMITTEES 


There are in this country two national 
committees within whose scope fall such 
bibliographical tools as we have just been 
discussing. One is the Bibliographical Com- 
mittee of our own Association and the other 
the South African National Documentation 
Committee convened by the S. A. Bureau 
of Standards, which is particularly concerned 
with questions put to it by the International 
Standards Organization and the International 
Federation for Documentation. 


STAFFS 


Before rounding off our stocktaking we 
should perhaps say: something about the 
staffs who are needed to organize and run 
these libraries and information bureaux and 
to produce these bibliographical tools. 

At the Bloemfontein conference in 1946 
Mr. Freer reminded us of our responsibility 
for the education, qualifications and training 
required for special. librarianship. After ten 
years of experience of staff coming mostly 
from our schools of librarianship, I would 
like to stress the necessity for a very good 
general training and as much practice as 
possible in the two basic techniques of our 
profession — cataloguing and classification. If 
anything, special librarians need to know 
these two techniques in more detail than those 
who work in public libraries. I would also 
like to plead for a slightly different attitude 
to special library work, a realization of the 
importance of finding actual information as 
against finding publications where that infor- 
mation might possibly be; it is carrying 
library work one step further ; a greater degree 
of accuracy is demanded than is required of 
those who work in any general library. Such 
work brings its own most satisfying rewards. 


It is my personal hope that one at least 
of our growing number of university schools 
of librarianship will devote special attention 
to the training of these people, who have an 
important field of service in the future of 
this country. 

At the moment, of course, the demand for 
staff is far in excess of the supply. To intro- 
duce some idea of what is involved in the 
organization of an industrial information 
bureau and how such special libraries fit 
into the overall picture, C.S.I.R. has held 
five seminars on scientific and _ technical 
information work, two in Pretoria, and, 
with the co-operation of local librarians, 
one in Cape Town, one in Port Elizabeth 
and one in Natal. We believe that one of the 
most useful results of these has been the 
bringing together of local people to make 
the best use of their existing local resources, 
and the chance to realize the sense of a common 
purpose which is one of the privileges of 
being a librarian. 


ASSESSMENT 


Now that we have finished our stock- 
taking we may perhaps venture some rough 
evaluation of the state of the Union. I think 
we can decide that in this country we have 
been peculiarly fortunate: our industrial 
development reached the stage of needing 
information services a long time after Europe 
and America and we have been able to profit 
by their experience and adapt it to our own 
needs. For instance, the British Advisory 
Council on Scientific Policy recently found it 
necessary to urge its Government in these 
terms : 


“It is clear that there is no practical alterna- 
tive to establishing a full scale National 
Science Lending Library and we there- 
fore wish to press that, at least, a start 
might be made in this direction.””! 


Our library coverage is not yet adequate, 
but it is daily growing more so. The freedom 
from overlapping in our bibliographical tools 
is due, I think, to the fact that it was the 
librarians in this country who took the 


1 Eighth annual report of the Advisory council on 
scientific policy (1954-1955) London, H.M.S.O.; 
1955 (Cmd. 9537), p. 7. 
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initiative in producing them, and, as they knew 
from actual experience what was needed, 
they did not make the same mistakes that 
have attended some less satisfactory and ill- 
defined attempts made elsewhere. We need 
one or two tools in our field fairly urgently ; 
one is a full and up-to-date Handbook of 
scientific and technical societies in this country. 
The preliminary list called Scientific and tech- 
nical societies and industrial associations in 
the Union of South Africa which the C.S.LR. 
issued ‘n 1949 is not full enough and is sadly 
out-of-date. We also need a good Who's 
who in South African science. This morning 
we resolved to ask the Government to issue 
an index to the South African Patent journal. 
Other librarians will doubtless have experi- 
enced other needs. But as a final summing-up 
perhaps I may quote Mr. Varley’s opinion 
that “In this field of technology and science 


HELEN 


By the death of Helen Barker, at the early 
age of 44, the South African Library move- 
ment has lost one of its most brilliant and 
promising workers. She belonged to a well- 
known Albany family, trained as a teacher 
in the Grahamstown Training College and, 
after spending twelve years in that profession, 
joined the library staff of Rhodes University. 
Her training as a teacher probably stood her 
in good stead ; she was a wonderful tutor and 
spent much of her spare time in making the 
rough places plain to many a stumbler in 
the street of librarianship. 

She came to the State Library only six 
years ago and, as Reference Librarian and as 
Hon. Secretary of the Transvaal Non-Euro- 
pean Library Service, will long be remembered 
here for her vast energy and her able organi- 
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it is probably true to say that we are as well 
equipped, relatively speaking, as many count- 
ries with a longer history of scientific and 
industrial development, and greater re- 
sources.”’ One of the reasons why such a state 
of affairs has come about is due to the support 
that the scientists in this country have given 
to scientific library and bibliographical pro- 
jects. This support has been in large measure 
financial, and we librarians, who often have 
memories of financial struggles, would be 
the last to underestimate the value of such 
support or to be insufficiently grateful. 
But perhaps more important has been the 
willingness on the part of scientists in high 
places to listen to what was needed and to 
lend not only their money but their prestige 
to undertakings about whose ultimate value 
they had to exercise a certain amount of 
faith. 


BARKER 


zing abilities as well as for her keen sense of 
humour and her pretty, but never unkind, 
wit. Whatever she did was done well and 
thoroughly, no obstacle daunted her for long. 
Her courage and endurance were infinite 
and it can truly be said that she literally 
worked herself to death, sparing neither 
her splendid brain nor her frail body. 

Of all Helen’s activities perhaps she would 
like best to be remembered for her self-sacrifi- 
cing services to the Africans. For not only 
did she re-organize the present Provincial- 
wide non-European library service but, with 
the willing help of a few colleagues, established 
tutorial courses for Bantu aspirant librarians, 
under the most thwarting and discouraging 
conditions. 

M. S. 
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RAAD 


President: Dr. F. G. VAN DER RueT, M.A., A.B.L 
Vise-Presidente: mej. E. HARTMANN, B.A., F.L.A. 
Oud-Presidente: mej. P. M. SPEIGHT, B.A., F.L.A. 
Ere-Sekretaris en Penningmeester: Dr. P. C. CoETZEE 
Administratiewe Sekretaris: J. MOREAU 

Benoem deur die Unie-Regering: S.J. KriTZINGER, 

B.A., B.L.S., F.S.A.L.A. 

Gekoépteer: M. M. F.L.A. 
Taksverteenwoordigers: 

Kaapland : R. F. M. IMMELMAN, M.A., B.L.S., 
F.S.A.L.A. mej. L. E. TAYLor, B.A., F.S.A. 
L.A., D. H. Varey, M.A., F.L.A. 

Natal : Th. Frus, M.A. mej. U.E.M. Jupp, F.L.A. 

Noord-Transvaal: H.M. Rosinson, B.A., 
F.S.A.L.A. mej. S. NicHoLson, F.S.A.L.A. 
H. O. K. Zastrau, B.A., Lib., Dip. (Pret.) 

Oranje-Vrystaat : mej. E. Levy, M.A., F.S.A.L.A 
S. I. Maran, M.A., Lib. Dip., (Kaap) 

Suid-Transvaal : mev. M. Drx, B.A., F.S.A.L.A. 
I. Isaacson, F.S.A.L.A. mev. C. Honey, B.A., 
F.S.A.L.A. mej. M. WHITELEY, B.A., F.L.A. 

Wes-Transvaal : vAN Rooy, M.A., B.L.S., 
F.S.A.L.A. 

Oud-Presidente: A.C. G. Luioyp, B.A.;.P. FREER, 

B.A., F.L.A.; C. Curistige; M. M. ; 

D. H. Vartey ; E. A. BoRLAND ; R. F. M. IMMEL- 
MAN. 


OPLEIDINGSKOMITEE 


Ex-officio lede: Dr. F. G. VAN DER RIET (Presidente), 
mej. E. HARTMANN (Vise-Presidente), Dr. P. C. 
CorETZEE (Ere-Sekretaris). 

Deur die Raad benoem: H. M. Rosinson 

Tak Kaapland: mej. M. E. Green, mej. L. E. 
Tay tor, D. H. VARLEY 

Tak Natal: dr. H. L. Maple 

Tak Noord-Transvaal: mej. H. Barker, G.R. 
Morris 

Tak Oranje-Vrystaat: mej. E. LEvy 

Tak Suid-Transvaal: mej. A.C. Dick, R. F. KEN- 
NEDY (Voorsitter), mej. A. H. SMITH, mej. P. M. 
(Ere-Sekretaresse). 

Tak Wes-Transvaal: H. C. vaN Rooy 


KAAPLANDSE TAK 


Voorsitter: R. B. ZAAIMAN 

Vise-Voorsitter: mej. L. E. TAYLOR 

Ere-Sekretaris: D. 1.. PHILIPS 

Eve-Penningmeesteres: mej. G. G. NIEHAUS 

Komitee lede: mej. M. S. BRADSHAW, D. L. EHLERS, 
T. Frus, mej. M.E. Green, A. M. LEwIn 
ROBINSON, D. H. VaRLEY 


NATALSE TAK 


Voorsitster: mev. B. H. RoBINoWw 

Vise-V oorsitter: L. MILBURN 

Ere-Sekretaresse: mev. M. M. Barnes, Mount Edge- 
combe, Natal. 
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RAAD EN AMPSDRAERS 1955 


Ere-Penningmeesteres: mej. R. MAPSTONE 
Komiteelede: C.J. Eyre, mej. U. E. M. Jupp, mej. 
H. M. Hurwey, mej. M. McQueen, dr. H. L. 
Map te, J. W. PERRY, C. Tyson. 


NOORD-TRANSVAALSE TAK 


Voorsitster: mej. J. GREYBE 

Vise-Voorsitter: J. HUTTON 

Ere-Sekretaresse: mej. E. WHITAKER, p/a Transvaalse 
Provinsiale Biblioteekdiens, Visagiestr. 232, Pre- 
toria. 

Komiteelede: mej. H. BARKER, mej. A. BREANACH, mej. 
M. DE vos, mej. H. Mews, G. R. Morris, mej. 
S. NICHOLSON, mej. L. PErRcivaAL, mev. M. T. 
REITZ, mej. B. SHaw. 


ORANJE-VRYSTAATSE TAK 


Voorsitter: F. J. POTGIETER 

Vise-Voorsitter: S. I. MALAN 

Ere-Sekretaris: S.C. J. VAN NIEKERK p/a Provinsiale 
Biblioteek, posbus 517, Bloemfontein. 

Komiteelede: mej. E. Levy, mej. I. BOLTZE, mej. 
M. van ZYL. 


SUID-TRANSVAALSE TAK 


Voorsitter: I. 

Vise-Voorsitster: mev. A. S. Dom IssIE 

Ere-Sekretaresse/Penningmeesteres : mej. E. SCHUMANN, 
Hoofbiblioteek, Witwatersrandse Universiteit, Mil- 
nerpark, Johannesburg. 

Komiteelede R. F. G. Bompas, mev. M. Dix, mej. 
M. FarMe_r, mev. C. Honey, mej. P. M. SPEIGHT, 
mej. M. WHiTELEY. 


WES-TRANSVAALSE TAK 


Voorsitter: H. C. van Rooy 

Vise-Voorsitter: A. S. HorRN 

Ere-Sekretaresse/Penningmeesteres: mej. M. M. Degt- 
PORT, Ferdinand-Postma-Biblioteek, Potchefs- 
troomse Universiteit vir C. H. O., Potchefstroom. 

Komiteelede: J.J. LomBarp, mej. M. M. Scuuze, 
mej. H. H. J. A. Borna. 


AFDELING SKOOL- EN 
KINDERBIBLIOTEKE 
SUID-TRANSVAALSE TAK 


Voorsitter: K. GRIFFITH 


Ere-Sekretarisse: mej. D.M. Turner, mej. A. D. 


Sommers, p/A Openbare Biblioteek, Johannesburg. 
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AFDELING SPESIALE BIBLIOTEKE 


Voorsitster: mej. A. C. Dick 

Ere-Sekretaresse: mej. C. D. Saut, S.A. Institute for 
International Affairs, Posbus 9379, Johannesburg. 

Ere-Penningmeesteres: mev. M. LEask 

Komiteelede: mej. N.G. GALBRAITH, mej. M. 
McNIcHOLas 


BIBLIOGRAFIESE KOMITEE 


Voorsitter: D. H. VARLEY 

Ere-Sekretaresse: mej. J.C. MANDELBROTE, Stads- 
biblioteekdiens, posbus 298, Kaapstad. 

Lede: mej. H. Mews, A.M. Lewin Rosinson, 
M. M. dr. O. H. Sponr. 


SUID-AFRIKAANSE BIBLIOTEKE 
(KWARTAALIKS) 
Ere-Redakteur: D. H. Vartey, Suid-Afrikaanse 
Biblioteek, Eikelaan, Kaapstad. 
Assistent-Redakteur: D. L. EHLERS 


Advertensie-bestuurder: mej. C.A. ZAWELS, Suid- 
Afrikaanse Biblioteek, Kaapstad. 


NUUSBRIEF 
(MAANDELIKS) 


Ere-Redaktrise: mej. S.M. van Merensky- 
biblioteek, Universiteit, Pretoria. 
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